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The Core Values Literature Connection Guide will assist teachers in infusing Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Core Values throughout the ELA curriculum. The document is aligned to the District Pacing Guides for the 2015-2016 school year. It is designed to help teachers make connections between literature and the District’s Core Values.   

	Kindergarten

	Week/Dates
	Text
	Core Value
	Connection

	1

8/24-8/28
	The Big Book of Rhymes:Jack and Jill
	Cooperation/Responsibility
	Jack and Jill go up the hill together to fetch a pail of water. They demonstrate responsibility and cooperation as they fulfill their duty.

	2

8/31-9/04
	The Big Book of Rhymes: Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star
	Respect
	The speaker shows respect for nature through this description of the twinkling celestial object.

	3

9/07-9/11
	The Big Book of Rhymes: Pat-a-Cake
	Cooperation/Responsibility
	The characters work together to bake a cake for sharing with Baby.

	4-5

9/14-9/25
	What About Bear?
	Fairness/Kindness
	Bear and Goose meet a new friend, Fox. Fox tried to convince Goose to leave Bear out of fun games. Goose shows how we can always make new friends while keeping one’s old friends.

	4-5

9/14-9/25
	How to Be a Friend
	Fairness
	Friends help each other, work together, and take turns.

	6

9/28-10/02
	Pouch!
	Pursuit of Excellence
	Little Joey peeks out of Mama Kangaroo's pouch to learn to hop on his own. Each time he leaves his safe haven, he takes more steps, meets a strange new animal and hops back to his mama to hide. But when the final animal is another little joey who also yells "Pouch!", the two realize there is nothing to fear, have a good laugh, and hop off together. When their mamas offer their pouches, the youngsters say, "No, thanks."

	7

10/05-10/09
	Senses at the Seashore
	Respect
	The author shows respect and appreciation for nature through this description of what we see, smell, taste, hear, and feel at the seashore.

	7

10/05-10/09
	I Smell Springtime
	Respect
	The author shows respect and appreciation for nature through this description of what we can smell during springtime.


	Grade 1

	Week/Dates
	Text
	Core Value
	Connection

	1

8/24-8/28
	The Three Billy Goats Gruff
	Kindness
	Three billy goats attempted to cross the bridge to eat the sweet grass on the other side. A mean troll threatened to eat them. The troll later learned that although he was hungry, being mean didn't solve his problem.

	1
8/24-8/28
	Elephants
	Cooperation
	Elephant communities work together to care for their young.

	2
8/31-9/04
	Jack and the Beanstalk
	Integrity
	Jack sold his cow for magic beans. When they turned into beanstalks, Jack climbed the beanstalk, but snuck away with a giant's belongings and his mom was thrilled to obtain gold and a hen to help his family.
Although it helped his family and his mother encouraged it, Jack should not have taken the giant's belongings.

	3

09/07-09/11
	The Tortoise and the Hare
	Respect/Pursuit of Excellence
	After a speedy hare brags to a soft-spoken tortoise about how fast he could run, he decides to take a nap during a race. Meanwhile, the tortoise never stopped walking until he came to the finish line. The tortoise did his best with the talents he had and demonstrated perseverance. Hare learns that slow and steady wins the race and he should be respectful of others, regardless of their natural talents.

	4

09/14-09/18
	Jack Can
	Kindness
	Nan kindly helps Jack when he cannot reach a poster at school.

	4

09/14-09/18
	Rules at School
	Citizenship
	Children follow rules at school to get along and stay safe.

	5

09/21-09/25
	Six Kids
	Cooperation
	Six baby chicks work together to plant seeds in their garden. Together, they pick the blueberries they planted.

	6

09/2-10/02
	A Pig for Cliff
	Kindness
	Cliff has a new pet, Slim. Slim breaks the swing and they both fall into the mud. Slim pulls Cliff out of the mud. Cliff is a helpful pet.

	6

09/2-10/02
	Flip
	Kindness
	After Flip the dinosaur goes to school, he makes a big mess in the classroom which makes the teacher mad. Afterwards, he helps the teacher and is welcomed back to school.

	7

10/5-10/9
	Toss! Kick! Hop!
	Kindness
	Friends play and have fun together.

	7

10/5-10/9
	Friends
	Kindness/Cooperation
	Pam and Jill are friends. When Jill gets hot outside, the friends make a plan to play a different game.

	7
10/5-10/9
	There Are Days And There Are Days
	Kindness
	A boy describes days when he prefers to be alone, but realizes that better days are spent with friends.

	9

10/19-10/23
	Good Job, Ben!
	Citizenship/Responsibility
	As Ben and Mom walk through the town, they see many community helpers who each play an important role.

	9

10/19-10/23
	The Red Hat
	Responsibility/Kindness
	Jen, a firefighter, helps saves Jim's kitten in her community. Jim and his family are thankful for her work.

	9

10/19-10/23
	Firefighters at Work
	Responsibility
	Firefighters work together to fight fires, make lunch, and help the community.

	10

10/26-10/30
	Cubs in a Hut
	Cooperation
	Three cubs work together to make a hut out of mud. One night when it rains, they each help to
fix their hut and stay dry.

	Grade 2

	Week/Dates
	Text
	Core Value
	Connection

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	The Lion and the Mouse
	Kindness
	After catching a tiny mouse, Lion lets the little mouse go. One day, Lion gets tangled in a large net. It is the little mouse who helps him. 
One should always be kind to others as you never know when you will require their kindness.

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	Meet the Artists
	Pursuit of Excellence
	Special young artists practice each day to be successful in their performances.

	4

9/14-9/18
	Little Flap Learns to Fly
	Cooperation
	Little Flap was nervous about flying. With the help of his friends, Little Flap learns to fly.

	4

9/14-9/18
	Help! A Story of Friendship
	Respect
	Mouse, Hedgehog, Rabbit, Squirrel, and Snake are friends. But one day Mouse hears from Skunk (who heard it from Fox) that snakes are dangerous, especially to mice. When Mouse falls in a hole, it is Snake who helps him. Mouse eventually learns to trust Snake and they remain friends.

	4

9/14-9/18
	“Crayons”
	Cooperation
	Two friends happily share a broken crayon.

	5

9/21-9/25
	Maria Celebrates Brazil
	Pursuit of Excellence
	Hesitantly, Maria, a Brazilian girl practices to be in a celebration that allows her to share her culture with people from around the world. She eventually is proud of the work everyone has put into the parade and excited to be a part of it.

	5

9/21-9/25
	Big Red Lollipop
	Fairness/Integrity
	Rubina has been invited to her first birthday party in America, but her mother insists that she bring along her little sister. Little Sana behaves as badly as Rubina imagines she will, and even eats Rubina's precious lollipop. And yet, when Sana is invited to her first American party, Rubina is not spiteful toward her little sister and explains to their mother that in America children aren't expected to bring their siblings to parties.

	6

09/28-10/02
	Not Norman: A Goldfish Story
	Kindness
	A boy has a pet goldfish named Norman. He wants to trade the goldfish for a pet that can run, catch, and climb. After Norman makes the boy feel less afraid, the boy decides he would not trade Norman for anything in the world!

	7

10/05-10/09
	Taking Care of Pepper
	Responsibility
	Jack, a boy that lives on a farm takes care of his horse, Pepper. Jack demonstrates responsibility by feeding, cleaning, and ensuring that Pepper gets the exercise he needs.

	7

10/05-10/09
	Lola and Tiva: An Unlikely Friendship
	Kindness
	Tiva, a young girl from Kenya meets a black rhino named Lola. Although Lola is an unusual pet, Tiva shows compassion and sympathy as she cares and plays with her rhino friend. Kindness and friendship can grow between two very different species.

	8

10/12-10/16
	Families Work!
	Cooperation
	The Yung family works together to meet everyone's needs.

	8

10/12-10/16

	Families Working Together
	Cooperation
	A family works together to run a farm.

	9

10/19-10/23
	Reader’s Theater: “Room for More”
	Cooperation
	Family members cooperate to contribute food for lunch. As more family members show up, we are reminded that there's always room for one more.

	9

10/19-10/23
	Time for Kids: “Super Skiers”
	Cooperation/Pursuit of Excellence
	A brother and sister work together to become a winning ski team.

	10

10/26-10/30
	Sled Dogs Run
	Cooperation
	Huskies undergo months of training in order to be ready to pull a sled. They work together to pull a cart with older, more experienced dogs. They work together well, and it is the character's trust in the team that helps her reach home during a blinding snowstorm.

	Grade 3

	Week/Dates
	Text
	Core Value
	Connection

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	Kaffa's Discovery
	Fairness/Cooperation
	In this African folktale, Kaffa learns that every member of the mob is equally important.

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	Desert Meerkats
	Cooperation
	Meerkats work together to find food and stay safe.

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	Bruno’s New Home
	Cooperation/Kindness
	As Bruno struggles to fit in a cave he meets Jack, a small squirrel who helps him by using his sharp teeth to chew through the roots. He soon learns that good friends can come in small packages.

	4-5

9/14-9/25
	Wolf!
	Respect
	A wolf learns to read to gain the respect and friendship of farm animals. As the relationships between the wolf and the animals grow, the wolf had a desire to impress them by learning to read. Therefore, he went to school to learn how to read because he admired them for being able to do so- and in turn gained new friends.

	4-5

9/14-9/25
	Jennie and the Wolf
	Kindness
	After Jennie stops in the woods to help an injured wolf, she is stopped by a pack of hungry wolves. The wolf whom she had previously helped her explained to the pack how Jennie had helped him and saved her from being eaten. Jennie learned the moral: Help others and they will help you.

	6-7

9/28-10/9
	Room to Grow
	Cooperation/Citizenship
	Kiku moves from the country to the city. Her new neighbors and community members cooperate 
to plant a garden and improve the community.

	6-7

9/28-10/9
	Gary the Dreamer
	Pursuit of Excellence
	As a child, Gary Soto loved to read and dream. He has written many children's book and 
grew up to be successful author.

	6-7

9/28-10/9
	Sharing Polkas and Pitas
	Citizenship
	There are many cities in the United States. Each group contributes to their community with
their traditions, customs, and culture.

	8-9

10/12-10/23
	All Aboard! Elijah McCoy’s Steam Engine
	Pursuit of Excellence
	With few opportunities for the son of slaves, but Elijah McCoy's dreams led him to study
mechanical engineering in Scotland.
When Elijah returned to look for work, the only job he could find was shoveling coal into a train's
firebox. Undaunted, he went on to invent a means of oiling the engine while the train was running, 
changing the face of travel around the 
world.

	8-9

10/12-10/23
	Lighting the World
	Pursuit of Excellence
	Through trial and error, Thomas Edison invented the lightbulb and designed power plants to
make electricity. Because of Edison,
most people have light and electricity today.

	10-11

10/26-11/6
	Anansi Learns a Lesson
	Honesty/Kindness
	Anansi, a greedy spider did not want to share her lunch with others, so she played a trick on Turtle. 
Turtle and Fish later work together to teach Anansi a lesson about sharing and treating others the way you would like to be treated.

	10-11

10/26-11/6
	Road Runner’s Dance
	Fairness
	A Rattlesnake proclaims that he is king of the road. He terrorizes villagers and refuses to let them pass on the road.
The villagers seek the help of the Desert Woman. With the help of the other animals, she creates
the Roadrunner to teach Rattlesnake a lesson.
Rattlesnake was taught he is not the king of the road.

	10-11

10/26-11/6
	Deltona is Going Batty
	Citizenship
	The mayor and city commission members meet with people in their communities to discuss the
problem of too many bugs. People and
government must work together to solve problems within the community.

	Grade 4

	Week/Dates
	Text
	Core Value
	Connection

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	Where Have All the Fish Gone?
	Kindness
	Mano, a shark enjoyed life as a shark, but wanted to experience life as a human. One day, as Mano swam, he rescues a young woman, Makana back to shore. Mano wanted no other repayment than to visit her village as a human. The caring villagers made a feast in gratitude of her rescue.

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	A Strange Disappearance
	Cooperation
	The strange disappearance of the bees is concerning to humans due to our interdependency.

	4-5

9/14/-9/25
	The Talent Show
	Respect / Responsibility / Pursuit of Excellence
	Maura was initially afraid to tell her friend Tina about her idea for the talent show. Maura eventually respects her own ideas, stood up for herself and tells her friend Tina.

	4-5

9/14/-9/25
	Experts Incorporated
	Respect/Kindness
	Rodney Curtain didn't know what he wanted to be when he grew up, so he was unable to complete his school assignment. He eventually decides that he wants to be a Name Expert to ensure that other children are not teased because of their name.

	4-5

9/14/-9/25
	Speaking out to Stop Bullying
	Kindness/Citizenship
	Bullying can take place in many forms. People can take action steps to raise awareness, speak out, and take a stand against bullying.

	6-7

09/28-10/09
	Earthquakes
	Pursuit of Excellence
	Dr. Ines Cifuentes lived through the largest recorded earthquake in history. She later became a seismologist and studied earthquakes and seismic waves, and is proud of her work.

	10-11

10/26-11/6
	Dollars and Sense
	Kindness
	Each day, companies are thinking of innovative ways to give back to their community. 
When one owns a business, making a 
profit is important but helping others is just as important!

	10-11

10/26-11/6
	Kids in Business
	Pursuit of Excellence/Kindness
	Compassionate kid entrepreneurs are making a big difference.

	Grade 5

	Week/Dates
	Text
	Core Value
	Connection

	1-3

8/24-9/11
	Hungbu and Nolbu (a Korean Folktale)
	Kindness
	In this Korean folktale, Hungbu, a poor, hardworking, and generous farmer helps an injured swallow. The swallow returns and drops a seed that makes Hungbu rich. The greedy brother, Nolbu learns the importance of being kind and generous.

	4-5

9/14/-9/25
	A Fresh Idea
	Cooperation
	People can help one another meet needs, even when their needs differ.

	4-5

9/14/-9/25
	One Hen
	Pursuit of Excellence
	When Kojo is given a small loan, he uses the money to buy a hen, so that they will have eggs to eat. Soon, there are extra eggs to sell at the market. With the profits, Kojo buys more hens and eventually earns enough for his school fees. After finishing school, he gets a bigger loan and gradually builds up the largest farm in his country, and eventually in all of West Africa.

	6-7

09/28-10/09
	Camping with the President
	Respect
	After four days in California's Yosemite National Park, President Roosevelt and John Muir talked about birds, giant sequoia trees, glaciers, as well as the importance of preserving wilderness for future generations. Setting aside new national parks and monuments became one of the cornerstones of Roosevelt's presidency and was a direct result of this camping trip.

	6-7

09/28-10/09
	A Walk with Teddy
	Respect
	By traveling, Roosevelt learned about the importance of protecting habitats and respecting nature. As a result of his travels, he established 150 natural forests, 4 national parks, and 51 bird reservations.

	8-9

10/12-10/23
	Are Electronic Devices Good For Us?
	Responsibility
	The persuasive articles discuss the positive and negative effects of using technology. Using technology requires responsibility and restraint.

	10-11

10/26-11/06
	Creating a Nation
	Citizenship
	American colonists work together to solve problems with Great Britain. A democratic
government was created that respected
individual rights.

	10-11

10/26-11/06
	Who Wrote the U.S. Constitution?
	Citizenship
	In 1787, men from all over the United States arrived in Philadelphia because
the young country was in trouble. The U.S. government was weak, and its guiding document--the Articles of Confederation--was failing. Throughout the summer of 1787, state representatives and leaders argued, shouted, and wrote and rewrote articles and eventually wrote the U.S. Constitution. The Convention became a turning point in American history.

	10-11

10/26-11/06
	Parchment and Ink
	Citizenship/Cooperation
	The Librarian of Congress and others found ways of preserving our nation's important documents.



