
 

 

The Elementary Level Student of the Month is Mo’nique Thomas, a second grader at 
Phillis Wheatley Elementary School. Mo’nique is a wonderful little girl who even as a second 

grader seems to understand the importance of setting goals and working hard to reach them.  She 

has a love for learning and a thirst for reading accompanied by a desire to improve and 
grow.  Mo’nique demonstrates this by often asking anyone with an interesting book on their desk, 

to borrow it to take home and read.  Mo’nique also encourages her classmates to do their best and 

assists them when they are struggling.  In early January Mo’nique was selected as Phillis 
Wheatley’s representative for the Theodore Gibson oratorical contest.  She has a presence when she 

speaks and a drive to succeed that surpasses students twice her age. Mo’nique is a wonderful 

example of the pursuit of excellence in our elementary schools.   
The Secondary Level Student of the Month is Said Bilani, a twelfth grader  at North 

Miami Beach Senior High School . Said is a young man who pursues excellence in all that he 

does.  Since he entered the 9th grade at North Miami Beach Senior High School, Said set goals for 

himself and implemented a plan for attaining those lofty goals.  He was recently recognized for his 

excellence in scientific research when his research was   selected for publication in a scientific 

journal.  The culmination of Said’s relentless pursuit of excellence was demonstrated at the 
beginning of January when his goal of attending a top university was attained as he was awarded a 

full tuition Posse STEM Scholarship to Franklin and Marshall University.  Said is an amazing 

young man with a kind heart and impeccable character.  He is truly a model for the pursuit of 
excellence in our secondary schools.   
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“Alone we can do so little; 
together we can do so much.”  

             ― Helen Keller 

 

              

 

Women’s History Month 
Briefing #18993 

A Look at Women's History Month 
by the National Women's History 

Project  
 

School Social Worker Month 
 

American Red Cross Month 
 

Dr. Seuss’ Birthday – March 2nd 

International Women's Day-         

March 8th 

St. Patrick’s Day – March 17th

 

         Spring Break – March 21 - 25 

 
 
 
 

 

Pursuit of Excellence students of the month 

Said Bilani and Mo’nique Thomas 

 

The Values Matter School of the Month 
is awarded to Redland Middle School.  During the 

month of January, the school found several ways to 

make the pursuit of excellence a school-wide 
priority.  Upon their return from the holiday break, 

students were greeted with a Pursuit of Excellence 

art display created by their City Year kids 
group.  This display set the tone for the month as 

students were encouraged to write their goals for the 

new year on the display.   The school used the 
Pursuit of Excellence theme as a way to promote 

their “Go for the Gold” program and their AR 

Challenge Point Cub.   
After the Rachel’s Challenge program, 

Redland Middle School also created a very active 
Friends of Rachel Club.  The club met in early 

January to set goals for the year in their quest to 

make Redland Middle school a kind and inclusive 
community. Redland Middle School has been 

actively committed to promoting the pursuit of 

excellence this past month and to making Values 
Matter every day of the year.   

 

 

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE STUDENTS OF THE MONTH! 

PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE SCHOOL OF THE MONTH 

Principal, Mr. Gregory Beckford, and staff 

from Redland Middle School. 

http://www.nwhp.org/
http://www.nwhp.org/
http://www.nwhp.org/
http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/wom/index.htm
http://www.nps.gov/nr/feature/wom/index.htm
http://www.redcross.org/index.html
http://www.internationalwomensday.com/


 

 

                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

  

 

Activities: 

 
 Ask students to bring in current events that demonstrate 

problems arising from a lack of cooperation or articles where 

solutions were created from cooperation among leaders or 

community members. 

 

 During March there is a lot of attention paid to basketball with 

the NCAA’s March Madness event.  This is a good time to 

examine how cooperation is an important factor in the success 

of basketball teams and in other sports.   

 

 Divide students into groups and distribute puzzle pieces to 

each group.  Ask each student to write one thing he or she will 

do to cooperate or be a good team member in school or at 

home.  Then have students put the puzzle pieces together and 

reflect on how cooperation allows individuals to work 

together like they do in a puzzle. 

 

 Ask students to think about a time when someone was 

uncooperative with them.  Then ask students to write a letter 

to the person.  Have them include what the person did, how it 

made them feel, and what they would want the person to do 

differently in the future.  Explain that the letters won’t be sent 

so they can be honest and truly reflect on their feelings. 

 

 Group art projects are a good opportunity for dividing work 

and creating a lasting reminder of cooperation.  Select a theme 

and have students individually look for specific features of the 

larger project.  If the goal is to create a cooperation bulletin 

board, assign roles and give time lines for individual tasks.  

Give students time to work together to construct the board and 

later time to reflect upon their creation and how cooperation 

played a part in the finished product. 

 

 Assign a subject specific cooperative group assignment to 

your class. Have students discuss the importance of 

cooperation when working in teams.  Once the assignments 

are complete, use the following team project evaluation link to 

have students evaluate their contribution to the project and 

reflect on the cooperative group experience. 

Team Project Evaluation 

 

 Create a class cooperation quilt. Distribute a square of 

construction paper to each student.  Ask students to draw a 

picture or write a reflection about a time when they showed 

cooperation with someone in order to complete a task.  Collect 

each square and tape them all together to create a quilt.  Hang 

it in a prominent place.  Teachers in a common hallway could 

each have their class create a quilt and they can be combined 

to create a dramatic display for all to see as they enter your 

hallway. 

 
 

 

 

 are willing to share with others. 

 take turns when there are others waiting. 

 compromise when there is a difference of opinion. 
 listen carefully to the views of others. 

 show appreciation for others contributions. 

 do their part to the best of their ability. 

 encourage others to do their best. 

 include everyone and never let anyone feel left out.  

 understand that success is met when everyone works 

together. 

 

 Have small groups of students participate in 

the cooperation juggle activity.  Have groups 

of 4-6 students form circles.  Introduce one 

ball to the group.  Instruct the group to pass the 

ball to anyone in the group except for the 

person next to them.  Once they complete the 

exercise have them do it again but this time 

introducing ball after ball until the group 

begins dropping them.  They must pass to the 

same person each time.  Stop the group and 

have them brainstorm how they can handle the 

added balls.  The goal is for the group to create 

a process for handing the additional balls.   

 

Counselors practicing cooperation juggle at Student 

Services mini-conference.  

http://www.lauracandler.com/strategies/CL/TeamProjectEvaluation.pdf


 

 

 

 

                  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Cooperation Matters at Tucker 

Elementary and Earlington Heights 

Elementary Schools. 

 

Character Lessons 

Login to your employee portal and click on the Discovery Education icon.  Use the search 
term cooperation to find videos and lessons. 

Grades K-2: Draw or write to tell about how you cooperate in 

school and at home. 
Grades 3-5: Cooperation means working together towards 
common goals. How do you cooperate with others at home and at 
school? 
Grades 6-8: Is cooperation an integral part when working with 
others? Explain your answer and cite specific details from the text 
to strengthen your response. 
Grades 9-12: Based on your own experiences, do you agree that 
“The whole is greater than the sum of its parts” when working with 
groups. Explain your answer and cite specific details from the text 
to strengthen your response. 

 
 

 Have each member of the family keep a daily record of all the things they do that require 

cooperation for one week.  At the end of the week meet together and have each person 

rate themselves on how cooperative they have been.  Reflection and feedback will make 

for great family discussion time. 

 Schedule a family project or chore at a time when everyone can work together to 

complete it. A great project might be to cook a meal together. Talk about how working 

together helped the process. 

 Catch your child being cooperative and give them praise and recognition for it.  This is 

particularly helpful for siblings who often do not cooperate.  Parents tend to be more 

verbal when they are disappointed with behavior than when they are pleased.  Make a 

point to point out the positive. 

 Games lend themselves to creating teams and cooperating.  Encourage your children to 

play games.  Create a family scavenger hunt, a fun activity that requires collaboration and 

problem solving.  Card games and board games also can be made into team games which 

foster cooperation and team strategies.  Playing the memory game with a partner will 

create opportunities for collaboration, cooperation, and strategy planning. 

 Have siblings work together to sort laundry.  Children will have to select items and discuss 

options for clothing placement.  Another idea is to have children assist with putting away 

groceries.  Children will have to take turns selecting items and create a plan for an 

efficient and quick process. 

Cooperation Matters 
at Frances S. Tucker 

Elementary and 
Earlington Heights 

Elementary Schools. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Start with Hello Week at  

John A. Ferguson Senior High School.   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

K-2  Cooper, Helen. Pumpkin Soup 

 Daywalt, Drew. The Day the Crayons Quit 

 Galdone Paul. The Little Red Hen 

 Ernst, Lisa Campbell. Sam Johnson and the Blue Ribbon Quilt 

 Nolen, Jerdine. Raising Dragons 

 Rathmann, Peggy. Officer Buckle and Gloria 

3-5  Bunting,Eve. One Green Apple 

 dePaola, Tomie. The Legend of the Bluebonnet 
 

6-8  Louis Sacher.  Holes 

 Joseph Bruchac, Code Talker 

 Betsy Byars, Trouble River 
 Danilla Carmi, Samir and Yonatan 

 

9-12  

 Richard Adams, Watership Down 

 Jane Austen, Pride and Prejudice 

 Anne Moody,  Coming of Age in Mississippi  

 Jack London,  The Call of the Wild 

 

 

Recommended Reading List 

 

Character Lessons 

 Elementary 
 
  

Middle Senior 

 

 https://www.charactercounts.org 

 http://www.learningtogive.org 

 https://www.ethemes.missouri.edu 

 Cooperative Games and Activities 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/elLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/middleLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://socialsciences.dadeschools.net/files/state_mandated/characterEducation/pdf/seniorLessons(S.S.).pdf
http://www.charactercounts.org/
http://www.learningtogive.org/
http://www.ethemes.missouri.edu/
http://mrgym.com/CooperativeGames.htm

