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Section I 
Kickoff 

 

• Daily Announcements  
 
 



Morning Announcements 

Scripts for the Values Matter kickoff have been created for your use.  There are 
two separate scripts, one for elementary schools and one for secondary level 
schools.   A column has been created on the script where school personnel can 
make notes to include in their announcement.  Schools are encouraged to add 
information that is relevant to their school.   

At the end of the morning announcement, please be sure to give guidelines for 
the Values Matter “Activity of the Day” and introduce the “Video of the Day.” 
Both elementary and secondary level videos will be provided for all nine core 
values.  These eighteen videos are available at the following 
link: osi.dadeschools.net/valuesmatter/ . 

There is also Code of Student Conduct lesson provided for day one of the Values 
Matter kickoff.  Schools at both the elementary and secondary level are required 
to review the power point with their entire student body.  The Code of Student 
Conduct lesson can be accessed at osi.dadeschools.net/valuesmatter/ . 

The daily announcement topics are as follows: 

Monday, August 24, 2015 Code of Student Conduct 
Tuesday, August 25, 2015 Respect 
Wednesday, August 26, 2015 Responsibility 
Thursday, August 27, 2015 Citizenship 
Friday, August 28, 2015 Fairness 
Monday, August 31, 2015 Pursuit of Excellence 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 Kindness 
Wednesday, September 2, 2015  Cooperation 
Thursday, September 3, 2015 Honesty 
Friday, September 4, 2015 Integrity 
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Morning Announcements 
Elementary  

 
 
 



  

 
Elementary Level Morning Announcements 

 

Date Announcement Notes on how to individualize 
for your school: 

Monday 

August 24, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 
Today is August 24, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   
 
Over the next 10 days you will be challenged to become a 
positive influence in our school.  This year we will all work 
together to create and maintain a positive and safe 
environment in our school.  As part of that process, we will 
be focusing on our school district’s Student Code of Conduct 
and nine core values.  These values are important to living a 
good life, being a model student, and having a positive 
impact on others.  Above all, we will be emphasizing and 
celebrating positive behavior.  You have the power to make 
good choices, demonstrate positive behaviors, and make 
values matter.  In order to get you started on the right foot, 
we are going to discuss the Code of Student Conduct with 
you this morning. 
 
It is important that each of you knows the fundamentals of 
the Code of Student Conduct.  The Code of Student Conduct 
is very important, because it promotes and maintains a safe 
learning environment free of disruptions that interfere with 
teaching and learning. 
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Furthermore, the Code of Student Conduct supports the 
concept that each and every one of you possesses the 
personal, academic, civic, and occupational adequacies to 
become effective and productive global citizens. 
 
Today you will view a brief presentation on the Code of 
Student Conduct.  In addition, we are sending a letter on the 
Code of Student Conduct home with you.  This letter will be 
accompanied by Acknowledgement of Review and Receipt.  
Make sure that you share this with your parent/guardian, 
and take time to review and discuss the contents of the 
Code of Student Conduct.   Once you have reviewed and 
discussed the Code of Student Conduct with your 
parent/guardian, return the signed form to your teacher. 
 
If you know the rules, you can excel in the game of 
education and have a successful year. 

Tuesday  

August 25, 2015 

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 
Today is August 25, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on RESPECT.  Respect includes 
showing regard for the worth and dignity of everyone.  
Respect at our school will include showing consideration and 
understanding for the staff and the rules and expectations 
for behavior in our building and in the community.  You also 
must show regard for yourself when you are acting 
respectfully.  As you go through your day, remember to keep 
respect on your mind.   What will you do to show that you 
are a respectful insert school name student?  I challenge you 
to get caught being respectful today.   Have a great and 
respectful day. 
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Wednesday  

August 26, 2015  

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks  
 
Today is August 26, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   
 
Today we will be focusing on RESPONSIBILITY.  
Responsibility means being accountable for your actions and 
making good decisions.  Each one of us is responsible for 
what we do and what we say in our school building.  Acting 
with responsibility in our school should include keeping your 
promises, taking care of your belongings, making good 
decisions, and being someone who is dependable.  We 
expect every student take responsibility for his own actions 
and stay committed to acting responsibly.  As you go 
through your day, remember to act responsibly.  What will 
you do to show that you are a responsible insert school 
name student?   I challenge you to get caught being 
responsible.  Have a great day and remember to act 
responsibly. 
 

 

Thursday  

August 27, 2015 

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks  
 

Today is August 27, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on CITIZENSHIP.  Citizenship 
means obeying rules, laws, respecting others, and 
contributing positively to your school, your community, and 
your country. Citizenship in our school will include following 
classroom and school rules, respecting one another, and 
taking responsibility for yourself and your school.  As you go 
through your day, remember to keep good citizenship on 
your mind and find a positive way to contribute to our 
school community.  What will you do to show that you are 
a insert school name student who shows good citizenship?  I 
challenge you to get caught being a good citizen.   

 

Friday Good morning  __________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks,  
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August 28, 2015  

Today is August 28, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on FAIRNESS.   Fairness is treating 
people equally, not playing favorites, being open-minded, 
and keeping a good attitude towards those whose ideas or 
actions are different from your own.  Being fair is not always 
easy, but it is always important.  Fairness in our school will 
include keeping an open mind to new ideas, treating people 
fairly, including everyone even if they are different.  We are 
committed to treating everyone fairly in our school and we 
will never accept name calling, exclusion, or bullying.   What 
will you do to show that you are a cooperative insert school 
name student?  I challenge you to get caught treating 
everyone fairly.  Have a great day filled with fairness for all! 

 

 

Monday 

August 31, 2015  

 
Good morning  _____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks,  
 

Today is August 31, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on the PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE.  
The pursuit of excellence means challenging yourself to do 
the best you can.  Excellence in our school is expected in 
everything you do and that includes academics, sports, and 
activities.  You should always be putting forth your best 
effort and trying to reach your goals.  The pursuit of 
excellence includes taking time to correct mistakes and 
making good choices.  By always pursuing excellence you will 
accomplish great things.   What will you do to show that you 
are reaching for the best at insert school name?  While you 
are pursuing excellence, have a great day.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tuesday 

September 1 , 2015 

  
Good morning  ___________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks  
 
Today is September 1, 2015 and Values Matter today and 
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every day at insert school name.   
 
Today we will be focusing on KINDNESS.  Kindness is being 
helpful, caring, agreeable, gentle, and considerate of other 
people and living things.  Kindness at our school will include 
opening a door for someone, giving a compliment, saying 
good morning or thank you, helping a teacher or classmate, 
and just being nice to everyone.  We are committed to 
making our school a kind place.  What will you do to show 
that you are a kind insert school name student? I challenge 
you to get caught being kind today!  

Wednesday  

September 2, 2015 

 
Good morning  ___________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks  
 

Today is September 2, 2015 and Values Matter today and 
every day at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on COOPERATION.  Cooperation 
means working with others to achieve a common goal.  
Cooperation in our school will include using good manners, 
listening to others, taking turns, respecting others 
belongings, including others in our group, and working nicely 
with everyone.  Our staff is committed to making 
cooperation a priority at our school.  As you go through your 
day, remember to keep cooperation on your mind and 
choose to work together.  What will you do to show that you 
are a cooperative insert school name student? I challenge 
you to get caught being cooperative.  Have a great and 
cooperative day! 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday  

September 3, 2015  

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 
Today is September 3, 2015 and Values Matter today and 
every day at insert school name.   
 
Today we will be focusing on HONESTY.  Honesty is telling 
the truth, but it is also being sincere and never stealing or 
cheating.  Honesty really is always the best policy because it 
keeps us from feeling bad. You must use your conscience, 
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which is that voice in your head and that feeling in your 
heart that tells you if something is right or wrong, even 
when nobody is around.  Honesty in our school should 
include accepting responsibility for your actions even when 
you make a mistake, completing your own assignments, and 
always telling the truth.  As you go about your day, 
remember to be honest with yourself and everyone you 
encounter.  What will you do to show that you are an 
honest insert school name student?  I challenge you to get 
caught being honest and truthful.  Have a great and honest 
day! 
 

Friday 

September 4, 2015 

 
Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 
Today is September 4, 2015 and Values Matter today and 
every day at insert school name. 

Today we will be focusing on INTEGRITY.  Integrity means 
that you are acting in accordance with your beliefs, values, 
and behaving in an acceptable and moral way at all times.  
Integrity includes being honest, fair, cooperative, and being 
a good citizen.  When you act with integrity you take 
responsibility for your own actions.  Integrity in our school 
will mean that you will be a leader and will do the right thing 
even if nobody else is doing it.  As you go through your day 
today, remember to use integrity in everything you do.  
What will you do to show you are a insert school name 
student who has integrity?  I challenge you to get caught 
showing integrity! 

 

 

13



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Morning Annoucements 
Secondary  

 
 
 



  

 

 

 

 

Secondary Level Morning Announcements 

Date Announcement Notes on how to 
individualize for your 
school: 

Monday 

August 24,2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Good morning______________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
     
Today is August 24, 2015 and Values Matter today and every day 
at insert school name.   
 
Over the next ten days you will be challenged to become a 
positive influence in our school.  This year we will all work 
together to create and maintain a positive and safe environment 
in our school.  As part of that process, we will be focusing on our 
school district’s Student Code of Conduct and nine core values.  
These values are important to living a good life, being a model 
student, and having a positive impact on others.  Above all, we 
will be emphasizing and celebrating positive behavior.   Working 
together we can make a difference, but it all starts with you.  You 
have the power to make good choices, demonstrate positive 
behaviors, and make values matter. 
 
Over the next 10 days you will be challenged to become a positive 
influence in our school.  This year we will all work together to 
create and maintain a positive and safe environment in our 
school.  As part of that process, we will be focusing on our school 
district’s Student Code of Conduct and nine core values.  These 
values are important to living a good life, being a model student, 
and having a positive impact on others.  Above all, we will be 
emphasizing and celebrating positive behavior.  You have the 
power to make good choices, demonstrate positive behaviors, 
and make values matter.  In order to get you started on the right 
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foot, we are going to discuss the Code of Student Conduct with 
you this morning. 
 
It is important that each of you knows the fundamentals of the 
Code of Student Conduct.  The Code of Student Conduct is very 
important, because it promotes and maintains a safe learning 
environment free of disruptions that interfere with teaching and 
learning. 
 
Furthermore, the Code of Student Conduct supports the concept 
that each and every one of you possesses  the personal, 
academic, civic, and occupational adequacies to become effective 
and productive global citizens. 
 
Today you will view a brief presentation on the Code of Student 
Conduct.  In addition, we are sending a letter on the Code of 
Student Conduct home with you.  This letter will be accompanied 
by Acknowledgement of Review and Receipt.  Make sure that you 
share this with your parent/guardian, and take time to review 
and discuss the contents of the Code of Student Conduct.   Once 
you have reviewed and discussed the Code of Student Conduct 
with your parent/guardian, return the signed form to your 
teacher. 
 
If you know the rules, you can excel in the game of education and 
have a successful year.  

Tuesday  

August 25, 2015 

Good morning______________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
     
Today is August 25, 2015 and Values Matter today and every day 
at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on RESPECT.  Respect includes showing 
regard for the worth and dignity of everyone.  Respect at our 
school will include showing consideration and understanding for 
the staff and the rules and expectations for behavior in our 
building and in the community.  Showing respect for others 
means that you will think before you speak, treat others fairly, 
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and be accepting to new and unfamiliar ideas. Our staff is 
committed to making respect count at our school.  As you go 
through your day, remember to keep respect on your mind and 
to treat others as respectfully as you would like to be treated.   
What will you do to show that you are a respectful  insert 
school name student?  I challenge you to use good judgment and 
respect everyone you encounter today.    

Wednesday  

August 26, 2015  

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks,  
 
Today is August 26, 2015 and Values Matter today and every day 
at insert school name.   
 
Today we will be focusing on RESPONSIBILITY.  Responsibility 
means to be accountable for your actions and obligations, as well 
as being dependable.  Each one of us is responsible for what we 
do and what we say in our school building.  Acting with 
responsibility in our school should include keeping your promises, 
taking care of your belongings, making good decisions, being 
someone who is dependable, and meeting the expectations of 
your teachers and parents or guardians. I challenge you to take 
responsibility for your own actions and stay committed to making 
good decisions that are responsible.  As you go through your day,   
I challenge you to not allow roadblocks like peer pressure, family 
problems, social media, or negative influences to keep you from 
being responsible in all that you do.   What will you do to show 
that you are a responsible insert school name student?  Have a 
great day and remember to act responsibly. 

 

Thursday  

August 27, 2015 

 
Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 

Today is August 27, 2015 and Values Matter today and every day 
at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on CITIZENSHIP.  Citizenship means 
obeying rules, laws, respecting others, and contributing positively 
to your school, your community, and your country. Citizenship in 
our school will include following classroom and school rules, 
respecting one another, and taking responsibility for yourself and 
your school.   Being a good citizen at our school means joining in, 
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getting involved, and working together to keep our school safe 
and positive.  As you go through your day, remember to keep 
good citizenship on your mind and find a positive way to 
contribute to our school community.  I challenge you to think 
about what type of citizen will you be at insert school name?  Get 
involved and make good choices.   

Friday 

August 28, 2015 

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 

Today is August 28, 2015 and Values Matter today and every day 
at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on FAIRNESS.   Fairness is treating 
people equally, being open-minded, and keeping a good attitude 
towards those whose ideas or actions are different from your 
own.  Being fair is not always easy, but it is always important.  
Respecting everyone’s unique individuality is part of being fair.  
We are all unique and different, but we must respect everyone in 
our school community.  Fairness in our school will include keeping 
an open mind to new ideas, understanding everyone has a unique 
point of view, including others even if they are different, and 
respecting all cultures, religions, ethnicities, races, genders, and 
physical conditions.  As you go through your day, I challenge you 
to remember to be fair and accepting of everyone you encounter.  
What will you do to show that you are a cooperative insert school 
name student? 

 

 

 

Monday 

August 31, 2015  

 
Good morning  _____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 

Today is August 31, 2015 and Values Matter today and every day 
at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on the PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE.  The 
pursuit of excellence is doing your best with the talents you have, 
striving towards your goals and never giving up.  Excellence in our 
school is expected in everything you do and that includes 
academics, sports, clubs, and activities.  You should always be 
putting forth your best effort and trying to reach your goals.  The 
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pursuit of excellence includes being able to ask for help, taking 
time to correct mistakes, and making good choices.  By always 
pursuing excellence you will accomplish great things.  Everyone in 
our school excels at something, so I challenge you to accentuate 
your positives and work hard in everything you do.  Ask yourself if 
you are truly giving it your best.  What will you do to show that 
you are reaching for the best at insert school name?   

Tuesday 

September 1 ,2015 

  
Good morning  _____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie: sharks 
 
Today is September 1, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   
 
Today we will be focusing on KINDNESS.  Kindness is being 
helpful, compassionate, agreeable, gentle, and considerate of 
other people and living things.  Kindness at our school will include 
opening a door for someone, giving a compliment, saying good 
morning or thank you, helping a teacher or classmate, and just 
being nice to everyone.  Sometimes a simple word can change 
someone’s day.  We are committed to making our school a kind 
place where everyone feels comfortable and safe, so make sure 
your words are kind and not hurtful.   As you go about your day 
today, remember to keep the golden rule on your mind and “do 
unto others as you would have them do unto you.”  What will you 
do to show that you are a kind insert school name student? I 
challenge you to get caught being kind. Have a great and 
kindness-filled day. 
 
 
 

 

Wednesday  

September 2 ,2015 

Good morning  ____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 

Today is September 2, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   

Today we will be focusing on COOPERATION. Cooperation means 
working with others to achieve a common goal.  As you get older 
it becomes more important to have the ability to work well with 
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others in reaching a common goal.  Cooperation in our school will 
include being a supportive teammate on the field or court, 
listening to others, respecting others’ belongings and personal 
space, including others in our conversations and groups, and 
being respectful of everyone’s opinions and strengths, even when 
they differ from our own.  Everyone has talents that can 
contribute to our school’s success.  Our staff is committed to 
making cooperation a priority at our school.  What will you do to 
show that you are a cooperative insert school name student who 
is committed to success? Have a great and cooperative day! 

Thursday  

September 3 , 2015  

Good morning  _____________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks  
 
Today is September 3, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name.   
 
Today we will be focusing on HONESTY.  Honesty is being truthful 
to yourself and others, and it is also being sincere and never 
stealing, cheating, or plagiarizing.  When we are honest with 
ourselves and others,  we will have a clean conscience and feel 
good about who we choose to be.   Honesty in our school should 
include accepting responsibility for your actions even when you 
make a mistake, completing your own assignments, returning 
items that don’t belong to you, and always telling the truth.  As 
you go about your day, remember to be honest with yourself and 
everyone you encounter.  When you are asked to speak up, I 
challenge you to be honest and truthful.  What will you do to 
show that you are an honest insert school name student?   

 

Friday 

September 4 , 2015 

Good morning  ___________________________________ 
                            Name of school or school mascot, ie:  Sharks 
 
Today is September 4, 2015 and Values Matter today and every 
day at insert school name. 

Today we will be focusing on INTEGRITY.  Integrity means that 
you are acting in accordance with your beliefs, values, and 
behaving in an acceptable and moral way at all times.  Integrity 
involves standing up for what you believe in, being honest with 
yourself and others, demonstrating fairness in your judgments 
and actions, and following through on your commitments and 
promises.  Integrity in our school will mean that you will be a 
leader and will do the right thing even if nobody else is doing it.  I 
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challenge you to be part of the solution; not the problem. Always 
demonstrate integrity by refusing to be a bystander and use good 
moral judgment.  What will you do to show you are a insert 
school name student who has integrity?   
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Section II 
Kickoff 

 
Daily Activities  

 
 



Kickoff Activities 

 

The following pages include school-wide activities for the Values Matter kick-off.  
These activities will engage your students in the Values Matter campaign.  Many 
of the activities are interchangeable for a variety of the values.  Choose one 
activity for each of the nine values.  You may use one of the activities provided or 
create your own.  The only requirement is that the activity highlights the featured 
value each day.  Many of the activities provided include handouts for students 
which can be displayed in a common area of the school (i.e., front hallway, 
cafeteria, spillout, etc.).  You may want to create a “Character Corner” or a 
“Values Venue” where you can display each day’s student expressions.  Whatever 
you choose to do, make it fun and engaging for your students and do not forget to 
post your school’s quest to make values matter on Twitter using  

#mdcpsvaluesmatter.   

The following is a list of suggested activities provided in this manual.  You are free 
to duplicate these or create your own.   

 

Activity Name Value 
Goal Setting for Excellence Pursuit of Excellence 
Honesty Pledge Honesty 
I Will … Integrity 
Key to My Success ALL VALUES 
Many Thanks Kindness 
Polite Projections Kindness/Respect 
Take Pride Citizenship 
Turning Negatives into Positives ALL VALUES 
Walk a Mile in My Shoes Fairness 
Who Do I respect Respect 
Working Together Wednesday Cooperation 
Values Chain ALL VALUES 

23



 

Name of Activity: Goal Setting for Excellence 
 

Core Value Addressed: 

 
Academic Level : 
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the importance of setting goals and using self-talk 

to help them stay committed to those goals. 
 

Handouts:  (optional) My Goal Worksheets (See appendix)  

                             
  

Directions for Implementation Give students goal setting worksheets and have them determine 
what goal they will pursue during the 2015-16 school year.  Also, 
have students express what type of self-talk they will use to ensure 
that they stay committed to their desired goal.  Goal sheets can then 
be displayed on your Values Venue. 

Adaptions • Goal sheets can be given to all students as an assignment to 
reflect upon and then students can keep the goal sheet in 
their notebook and refer back to it throughout the year.   

• Activity can be done without the goal sheets and students 
can write their goals directly on banner paper. 

• Students can create their own goal sheets either on the 
computer or using construction paper and markers. 
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Name of Activity:   Who Do You Respect? 
 

Core Value Addressed:  

 
 

Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
 

Objective: To help students learn about role models for respect. 
 

Handouts:  (optional) “Who Do I Respect” handout (See appendix)  

Directions for Implementation Give students “Who Do I Respect” Cutouts.  Have them write who 
they respect and why on the handout.  Display the student’s cutouts 
on your banner in your values corner or in designated areas 
throughout the school. 

Adaptions • Create a big banner entitled “Who Do You Respect?” and 
have students write the names of who they respect and why 
directly on the banner. 
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Name of Activity:  Working Together Wednesday 
 

Core Value Addressed  

 
Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the importance of setting goals and using self-talk 

to help them stay committed to those goals. 
 

Handouts:  (optional):   n/a  

Directions for Implementation Have teachers use cooperative learning groups to complete day 
lessons, assignments, or activities.  You may want to give small 
group activities (puzzles, cup stacking, brain teasers) to students at 
their lunch tables.  Have them work together, take pictures, and 
display them in your Values Venue. 

Adaptions n/a 
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 Name of Activity:   Values Chain 
 

Core Value Addressed  ALL VALUES 
 

Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 

 
 

Objective: To reinforce student behavior that aligns with the core values.  
 

Handouts:  (optional) n/a 
 
 
 
  

Directions for Implementation: Each time student is “caught” doing something that exemplifies the 
value of the day, have the teacher give him/her a colored strip of 
paper and have him/her tape or staple the ends together to create a 
circle or ling with it.  The teacher will create a chain in the 
classroom.  At the end of the day, see which teacher’s chain has the 
most links and announce the winner.  

Adaptions • You can create links everyday with different color paper for 
each value.  At the end of the week, see which value was 
seen in action the most.  

• Have students create a chain by writing what they will do to 
behave in a manner which portrays the targeted value.  
Students can see their chain of good intentions as a 
reminder to exhibit these behaviors.   
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Name of Activity:  Honesty Pledge 
 

Core Value Addressed:   
 
 
This activity can be used for any 
of the other 8 values as well. 

 

 
Academic Level:  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: Students will learn appropriate behaviors associated with being 

honest and the importance of making a commitment to use those 
behaviors. 
 

Handouts:  (optional)  I Pledge Hands (See appendix)  
 

  

Directions for Implementation Give students a “hand” and then ask them to complete the pledge 
to… 
Students should be encouraged to think about what they can 
commit to doing to show they are honest or fair. Include behaviors 
like doing your own work, telling the truth, treating all people the 
same, and including others. These hands can then be displayed in 
your Values Venue or in individual classrooms.   

Adaptions • Activity can be done without the hands and students can 
write their pledges directly on banner paper. 

• Younger students may want to create their own hands out 
of construction paper or trace their hands directly on a 
banner. 

• This activity easily adapts to any of the nine core values.  
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Name of Activity: I will … 
 

Core Value Addressed :  
 
 
This activity can be used for any 
of the other 8 values as well.  

 
Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students to reflect on appropriate behaviors associated 

with integrity. 
Handouts:  (optional) n/a 

  

Directions for Implementation: Cut a big letter “I” out of banner paper and hang it in your Values 
Venue or in classrooms.  Have students write “I” statements about 
what they will do to demonstrate integrity. 

Adaptions: • Activity can be done without cutting the banner paper into 
the shape of an “I”.  Students can write their I will… 
statement directly on banner. 

• Cut out small letter I’s and have students write their “I 
will…” statement on them.  They can then be posted in 
classrooms or on your banner.  You may want to have 
students keep their statements and encourage them to put 
them in a prominent place in their notebooks to remind 
them of expected behavior. 
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Name of Activity: Key to My Success 
 

Core Value Addressed: ALL VALUES 
 

Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the connection between appropriate behavior 

and success. 
 

Handouts:  (optional):   Key template (See appendix)  
 
 

  

Directions for Implementation: Give students “keys” and have them write what the key to their 
success is when thinking of behaviors associated with a particular 
value.  Make sure students understand that the behaviors that align 
with the value are necessary for their success as a student and as a 
human.  Have students think about behaviors that have been a 
problem for them in the past that they want to work on this year. 
 

Adaptions • Activity can be done without the handout.  Students can just 
write their keys to success on a banner which has a picture 
of a key. 

• Students may want to create their own keys.   
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Name of Activity:  Many Thanks 
 

Core Value Addressed  

 
 

Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: • To teach students that saying thank you is an important part 

of being kind. 
• To teach students that saying thank you is a small and easy 

gesture that makes others feel good and feels good to do. 
 

Handouts:  (optional) Thank You Template (See appendix)  
 

 
 
  

Directions for Implementation: Give students thank you notes as they enter school in the morning. 
Ask them to write a short “thank you” to someone who they feel is 
deserving of a thank you.  Encourage them to think of people who 
do not often get thanked (office staff, custodians, bus driver, 
crossing guard, mom, principal). 

Adaptions • This activity can be done without the handouts.  Students 
can be asked to write a few words of thank you to someone.  
They can do this on paper or through email.   

• A thank you board can be created and students can write 
who they want to thank and why on the board.  Hang it in a 
prominent location where everyone walking by will see 
when they receive a thank you.   
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Name of Activity: Polite Projections 
 

Core Value(s) Addressed: 

 
 
 

Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the importance of using polite words when showing 

kindness or respect.  
 

Handouts:  (optional) Polite Projection sheets (two options, see appendix) 

Directions for 
Implementation: 

Cut up and give out polite projections (choice of two different activity 
templates included) to students as they enter school in the morning.  
Announce that students are challenged to use the word(s) on their 
handout sometime during the day.  Politeness will project around your 
school. 

Adaptions • Students can be encouraged to create their own polite projection 
and commit to using it throughout the day.   

• Have a polite texting or social media projection by encouraging 
kids to post or text their friends or loved ones positive and polite 
messages. 
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Name of Activity: Take Pride  
 

Core Value Addressed: 

 
Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the importance of being involved in the school 

community.   
Handouts:  (optional) n/a  

Directions for Implementation:   
 

Students should be given an opportunity to show pride in the 
school.  Host events that promote school spirit and connection to 
the school community.  Encourage students to wear school colors, 
recite the alma mater, etc.  Today is a good day to give out 
information about clubs or activities students can join.  A school 
history trivia contest is another good way to promote pride. 

Adaptions n/a 
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Name of Activity:   Turning Negatives into Positives  
 

Core Value Addressed:   ALL VALUES 
 

Academic Level : 
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the importance of aligning one’s behavior with 

the core value.   
 

Handouts:  (optional) n/a 

Directions for Implementation: Post a piece of banner paper and place post-it notes on it with 
words which are the opposite of the day’s value.  When students 
enter the cafeteria or designated area, they will see a poster with 
many negative words.  The title of the banner should be “How do 
you want to be remembered?”  Have students take the negative 
word of their choice off the wall and throw it in the trash can that 
you will have strategically placed next to the banner.  Give the 
students the opportunity to write a word which positively 
demonstrates the value directly on the banner. 

Adaptions Each classroom can have a poster with the negative words on them 
and the students will erase the words before they enter the 
classroom.   
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Name of Activity Walk a Mile in My Shoes 
 

Core Value Addressed  

 
Academic Level  
 

• Elementary 
• Middle 
• Senior High 

 
Objective: To teach students the importance of empathy when dealing with 

others. 
To teach students about fairness by understanding that they should 
not judge others.   

Handouts:  (optional) Walk a Mile in My Shoes cut outs (See appendix)   

Directions for Implementation:  Give student a Walk a Mile in My Shoes handout in the morning.  
Have the first class teacher explain that each student is being asked 
to reflect on the statement, “Don’t judge someone until you have 
walked a mile in his shoes.” Have the student’s last teacher of the 
day collect the handouts and select the best ones to be read the 
next morning or post in your Values Venue.   

Adaptions • Create a banner that says, “Walk a Mile in My Shoes” and 
have students reflect their thoughts directly on the banner. 
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Month-to-Month Guide 
 

Month Core Value Overview Expected Positive 
Behaviors may include: 

Cultural Celebratory Connections 
and/or Annual 
National/State/Local Celebratory 
Connections 

August Kickoff Values Matter Kickoff   

September Respect Once the students have moved 
past the excitement of the 
beginning of the school year, they 
need to understand the 
importance of respect. Respect 
should include showing regard 
for the worth and dignity of 
everyone. Students should learn 
to respect individual differences 
and views of others.  Respect 
should include showing regard 
for oneself, one’s school, and the 
rules and expectations for 
behavior in the school and the 
community.      

 Celebrate individuality 

 Value and appreciate 
diversity 

 Honor self and others 
through words and 
actions 

 Practice acceptable 
manners 

 Comply with school 
regulations 

 Include others who are 
different from 
ourselves 

Patriot Day:  September 11 
 
Constitution and Citizenship Day:  
September 17 
 
Celebrate Freedom Week: 
September 21-25 
 
Hispanic Heritage Month occurs 
September 15-October 15 
 
 

October Responsibility Responsibility highlights the 
importance of being accountable 
for one’s actions and making 
responsible decisions.  October is 
National Bullying Prevention 
Month and Red Ribbon Week.  
Both of these events are good 
opportunities to conduct 
activities which can highlight 
responsible choices. 

 Take ownership of 
behaviors as individuals 

 Have courage to act 
and think 
independently 

 Demonstrate good 
problem solving and 
decision-making skills 

 Be reliable and 
trustworthy 

 Honor your 
commitments 

Hispanic Heritage Month occurs 
September 15-October 15 
 

November Citizenship Citizenship means obeying rules, 
laws, respecting others, and 
contributing positively to one’s 
school community and country.  
November includes Homeless 
Awareness Week activities, so get 
your school community involved 
in our district-wide donation 
campaign. 

 Find positive ways to 
contribute to broader 
community 

 Abide by classroom and 
school rules 

 Participate in school 
activities 

 Join student 
government 

 Participate in a 
community service 
event 

 Keep your school clean 

Native American History Month 

December Fairness Most cultures celebrate some 
holiday festivity during this 
month.  Therefore, it is a good 
opportunity to highlight the 
importance of treating people 
the same, regardless of their 
ethnicity, race, religion, gender, 
or physical condition. 

 Treat people equally, 
regardless of their 
ethnicity, race, religion, 
or gender identity 

 Keep an open mind to 
ideas that differ from 
your own 

 Include others 

 Play by the rules 

 Refrain from judging 
 

 

January Pursuit of 
Excellence 

The pursuit of excellence includes 
challenging yourself to do the 
best with the talents you have.  
Students should be challenged to 
strive toward a goal and never 

 Put forth one’s best 
effort 

 Work toward 
completion of one’s 
goals 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
 
Florida Jewish History Month 



Month-to-Month Guide 
 

give up.  Highlighting this value is 
a great way to kick off the new 
calendar year and to encourage 
commitment to resolutions and 
goals for 2016.   

 Ask for help if you don’t 
know something 

 Keep trying and never 
give up 

 Find your strengths 

 Keep moving forward 

February Kindness Kindness is being sympathetic, 
helpful, compassionate, 
benevolent, agreeable, and 
gentle toward people and other 
living things.  This month is a 
great month to focus on love and 
kindness since these qualities tie 
in nicely with Valentine’s day. 

 Help school staff or 
fellow students 

 Develop the capacity to 
forgive  

 Be polite and friendly 

 Extend yourself to new 
members of your 
school community 

Black History Month 
 
Holocaust Awareness Days 

March Cooperation Cooperation is working together 
with others toward an intended 
goal.  March is known for March 
Madness.  This competition is a 
good opportunity to discuss 
teamwork and cooperation.  
March also hosts the 
International Day for the 
Elimination of Racial 
Discrimination.  This event is a 
perfect way to discuss 
cooperation across races. 

 Work together  in 
groups 

 Share with others 

 Show empathy for 
others 

 Be a supportive 
teammate  

 Resolve conflicts 
positively 

 Take turns 

 Compromise in a 
disagreement 

Women’s History Month 

April Honesty Honesty includes dealing 
truthfully with others and being 
sincere. Refraining from lying, 
stealing, or cheating.  This month 
many students will be engaged in 
standardized testing.  It is a good 
time to talk about using academic 
integrity when approaching these 
exams.  April also hosts National 
Honesty Day.   

 Complete one’s own 
assignments 

 Accept responsibility 
for your actions even 
when you have made a 
mistake 

 Return items that do 
not belong to you 

 

Holocaust Remembrance Days 

May Integrity Integrity is acting in accordance 
with one’s beliefs and values and 
behaving ethically and morally at 
all times.  When students act 
with integrity, they have learned 
to incorporate all of the values 
into their daily life.  This month is 
a good time for students to 
review everything they have 
done for the year and to reflect 
upon whether they have acted 
with integrity.  As students are 
preparing for promotion or 
graduation, they should think 
about how integrity will help 
them to succeed in the next 
phase of their life.   

 Be a leader 

 Do the right thing even 
when nobody else is 
doing it  

 Report when someone 
is being bullied 

 Stand up for what you 
believe in even if it’s 
not popular 

Jewish American Heritage Month 
 
Asian Pacific American Heritage 
Month 
 
Haitian Heritage Month 

June Year in Review Reflect on your school’s 
commitment to these values and 
how teaching students to behave 
in accordance with these nine 
values has created a more 
positive school climate at your 
school. 

 Caribbean-American Heritage 
Month 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Monthly Nomination Forms 
 
 
 



Values Matter Monthly Nomination Form 

The Values Matter initiative provides students in our district with an opportunity to be exposed to 
values which will help them develop into successful students, citizens, and human beings.  Each month 
one of the nine core values will be highlighted.  Schools will submit their “Student of the Month” for the 
targeted value that month.  The Division of Student Services will select one student from the 
elementary, secondary, and adult level to be recognized at the monthly School Board Meeting.   
Nomination forms via Survey Monkey will be available on the Values Matter website 
at osi.dadeschools.net/valuesmatter/.  Please submit the September Respect Student of the Month by 
October 3, 2015.   
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Literature Connection 

  
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Elementary School 
 
 
 



Core Values Literature Connection 
 

Elementary School 
Quarter 1 

 
The Core Values Literature Connection Guide will assist teachers in infusing Miami-Dade County Public 

Schools’ Core Values throughout the ELA curriculum. The document is aligned to the District Pacing 
Guides for the 2015-2016 school year. It is designed to help teachers make connections between literature 

and the District’s Core Values.    
 

Kindergarten 
Week/Dates Text Core Value Connection 

1 
 

8/24-8/28 

The Big Book of 
Rhymes:Jack and 

Jill 
Cooperation/Responsibility 

Jack and Jill go up the hill together to fetch a pail 
of water. They demonstrate responsibility and 
cooperation as they fulfill their duty. 

2 
 

8/31-9/04 

The Big Book of 
Rhymes: Twinkle, 
Twinkle, Little Star 

Respect 
The speaker shows respect for nature through 
this description of the twinkling celestial object. 

3 
 

9/07-9/11 

The Big Book of 
Rhymes: Pat-a-

Cake 
Cooperation/Responsibility 

The characters work together to bake a cake for 
sharing with Baby. 

4-5 
 

9/14-9/25 
What About Bear? Fairness/Kindness 

Bear and Goose meet a new friend, Fox. Fox 
tried to convince Goose to leave Bear out of fun 
games. Goose shows how we can always make 
new friends while keeping one’s old friends. 

4-5 
 

9/14-9/25 
How to Be a 

Friend Fairness 
Friends help each other, work together, and take 
turns. 

6 
 

9/28-10/02 
Pouch! Pursuit of Excellence 

Little Joey peeks out of Mama Kangaroo's pouch 
to learn to hop on his own. Each time he leaves 
his safe haven, he takes more steps, meets a 
strange new animal and hops back to his mama 
to hide. But when the final animal is another little 
joey who also yells "Pouch!", the two realize 
there is nothing to fear, have a good laugh, and 
hop off together. When their mamas offer their 
pouches, the youngsters say, "No, thanks." 

7 
 

10/05-10/09 
Senses at the 

Seashore Respect 
The author shows respect and appreciation for 
nature through this description of what we see, 
smell, taste, hear, and feel at the seashore. 

7 
 

10/05-10/09 
I Smell Springtime Respect 

The author shows respect and appreciation for 
nature through this description of what we can 
smell during springtime. 
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Grade 1 
Week/Dates Text Core Value Connection 

1 
 

8/24-8/28 
The Three Billy 

Goats Gruff Kindness 

Three billy goats attempted to cross the bridge to 
eat the sweet grass on the other side. A mean 
troll threatened to eat them. The troll later 
learned that although he was hungry, being 
mean didn't solve his problem. 

1 
8/24-8/28 Elephants Cooperation Elephant communities work together to care for 

their young. 

2 
8/31-9/04 

Jack and the 
Beanstalk Integrity 

Jack sold his cow for magic beans. When they 
turned into beanstalks, Jack climbed the 
beanstalk, but snuck away with a giant's 
belongings and his mom was thrilled to obtain 
gold and a hen to help his family. 
Although it helped his family and his mother 
encouraged it, Jack should not have taken the 
giant's belongings. 

3 
 

09/07-09/11 
The Tortoise and 

the Hare Respect/Pursuit of Excellence 

After a speedy hare brags to a soft-spoken 
tortoise about how fast he could run, he decides 
to take a nap during a race. Meanwhile, the 
tortoise never stopped walking until he came to 
the finish line. The tortoise did his best with the 
talents he had and demonstrated perseverance. 
Hare learns that slow and steady wins the race 
and he should be respectful of others, regardless 
of their natural talents. 

4 
 

09/14-09/18 
Jack Can Kindness 

Nan kindly helps Jack when he cannot reach a 
poster at school. 

4 
 

09/14-09/18 
Rules at School Citizenship 

Children follow rules at school to get along and 
stay safe. 

5 
 

09/21-09/25 
Six Kids Cooperation 

Six baby chicks work together to plant seeds in 
their garden. Together, they pick the blueberries 
they planted. 

6 
 

09/2-10/02 
A Pig for Cliff Kindness 

Cliff has a new pet, Slim. Slim breaks the swing 
and they both fall into the mud. Slim pulls Cliff out 
of the mud. Cliff is a helpful pet. 

6 
 

09/2-10/02 
Flip Kindness 

After Flip the dinosaur goes to school, he makes 
a big mess in the classroom which makes the 
teacher mad. Afterwards, he helps the teacher 
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and is welcomed back to school. 

7 
 

10/5-10/9 
Toss! Kick! Hop! Kindness 

Friends play and have fun together. 

7 
 

10/5-10/9 
Friends Kindness/Cooperation 

Pam and Jill are friends. When Jill gets hot 
outside, the friends make a plan to play a 
different game. 

7 
10/5-10/9 

There Are Days 
And There Are 

Days 
Kindness 

A boy describes days when he prefers to be 
alone, but realizes that better days are spent with 
friends. 

9 
 

10/19-10/23 
Good Job, Ben! Citizenship/Responsibility 

As Ben and Mom walk through the town, they 
see many community helpers who each play an 
important role. 

9 
 

10/19-10/23 
The Red Hat Responsibility/Kindness 

Jen, a firefighter, helps saves Jim's kitten in her 
community. Jim and his family are thankful for 
her work. 

9 
 

10/19-10/23 
Firefighters at 

Work Responsibility 
Firefighters work together to fight fires, make 
lunch, and help the community. 

10 
 

10/26-10/30 
Cubs in a Hut Cooperation 

Three cubs work together to make a hut out of 
mud. One night when it rains, they each help to 
fix their hut and stay dry. 

Grade 2 

Week/Dates Text Core Value Connection 

1-3 
 

8/24-9/11 
The Lion and the 

Mouse Kindness 

After catching a tiny mouse, Lion lets the little 
mouse go. One day, Lion gets tangled in a large 
net. It is the little mouse who helps him.  
One should always be kind to others as you 
never know when you will require their kindness. 

1-3 
 

8/24-9/11 
Meet the Artists Pursuit of Excellence 

Special young artists practice each day to be 
successful in their performances. 

4 
 

9/14-9/18 
Little Flap Learns 

to Fly Cooperation 
Little Flap was nervous about flying. With the 
help of his friends, Little Flap learns to fly. 

4 
 

9/14-9/18 
Help! A Story of 

Friendship Respect 

Mouse, Hedgehog, Rabbit, Squirrel, and Snake 
are friends. But one day Mouse hears from 
Skunk (who heard it from Fox) that snakes are 
dangerous, especially to mice. When Mouse falls 
in a hole, it is Snake who helps him. Mouse 
eventually learns to trust Snake and they remain 
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friends. 

4 
 

9/14-9/18 
“Crayons” Cooperation 

Two friends happily share a broken crayon. 

5 
 

9/21-9/25 
Maria Celebrates 

Brazil Pursuit of Excellence 

Hesitantly, Maria, a Brazilian girl practices to be 
in a celebration that allows her to share her 
culture with people from around the world. She 
eventually is proud of the work everyone has put 
into the parade and excited to be a part of it. 

5 
 

9/21-9/25 
Big Red Lollipop Fairness/Integrity 

Rubina has been invited to her first birthday party 
in America, but her mother insists that she bring 
along her little sister. Little Sana behaves as 
badly as Rubina imagines she will, and even eats 
Rubina's precious lollipop. And yet, when Sana is 
invited to her first American party, Rubina is not 
spiteful toward her little sister and explains to 
their mother that in America children aren't 
expected to bring their siblings to parties. 

6 
 

09/28-10/02 
Not Norman: A 
Goldfish Story Kindness 

A boy has a pet goldfish named Norman. He 
wants to trade the goldfish for a pet that can run, 
catch, and climb. After Norman makes the boy 
feel less afraid, the boy decides he would not 
trade Norman for anything in the world! 

7 
 

10/05-10/09 
Taking Care of 

Pepper Responsibility 
Jack, a boy that lives on a farm takes care of his 
horse, Pepper. Jack demonstrates responsibility 
by feeding, cleaning, and ensuring that Pepper 
gets the exercise he needs. 

7 
 

10/05-10/09 
Lola and Tiva: An 

Unlikely Friendship Kindness 

Tiva, a young girl from Kenya meets a black 
rhino named Lola. Although Lola is an unusual 
pet, Tiva shows compassion and sympathy as 
she cares and plays with her rhino friend. 
Kindness and friendship can grow between two 
very different species. 

8 
 

10/12-10/16 
Families Work! Cooperation 

The Yung family works together to meet 
everyone's needs. 

8 
 

10/12-10/16 
 

Families Working 
Together Cooperation 

A family works together to run a farm. 

9 
 

10/19-10/23 
Reader’s Theater: 
“Room for More” Cooperation 

Family members cooperate to contribute food for 
lunch. As more family members show up, we are 
reminded that there's always room for one more. 
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9 
 

10/19-10/23 
Time for Kids: 
“Super Skiers” 

Cooperation/Pursuit of 
Excellence 

A brother and sister work together to become a 
winning ski team. 

10 
 

10/26-10/30 
Sled Dogs Run Cooperation 

Huskies undergo months of training in order to be 
ready to pull a sled. They work together to pull a 
cart with older, more experienced dogs. They 
work together well, and it is the character's trust 
in the team that helps her reach home during a 
blinding snowstorm. 

Grade 3 

Week/Dates Text Core Value Connection 
1-3 

 
8/24-9/11 

Kaffa's Discovery Fairness/Cooperation 
In this African folktale, Kaffa learns that every 
member of the mob is equally important. 

1-3 
 

8/24-9/11 
Desert Meerkats Cooperation 

Meerkats work together to find food and stay 
safe. 

1-3 
 

8/24-9/11 
Bruno’s New 

Home Cooperation/Kindness 
As Bruno struggles to fit in a cave he meets Jack, 
a small squirrel who helps him by using his sharp 
teeth to chew through the roots. He soon learns 
that good friends can come in small packages. 

4-5 
 

9/14-9/25 
Wolf! Respect 

A wolf learns to read to gain the respect and 
friendship of farm animals. As the relationships 
between the wolf and the animals grow, the wolf 
had a desire to impress them by learning to read. 
Therefore, he went to school to learn how to read 
because he admired them for being able to do 
so- and in turn gained new friends. 

4-5 
 

9/14-9/25 
Jennie and the 

Wolf Kindness 

After Jennie stops in the woods to help an injured 
wolf, she is stopped by a pack of hungry wolves. 
The wolf whom she had previously helped her 
explained to the pack how Jennie had helped him 
and saved her from being eaten. Jennie learned 
the moral: Help others and they will help you. 

6-7 
 

9/28-10/9 
Room to Grow Cooperation/Citizenship 

Kiku moves from the country to the city. Her new 
neighbors and community members cooperate  
to plant a garden and improve the community. 

6-7 
 

9/28-10/9 
Gary the Dreamer Pursuit of Excellence 

As a child, Gary Soto loved to read and dream. 
He has written many children's book and  
grew up to be successful author. 

6-7 
 

9/28-10/9 
Sharing Polkas 

and Pitas Citizenship 
There are many cities in the United States. Each 
group contributes to their community with 
their traditions, customs, and culture. 
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8-9 
 

10/12-10/23 

All Aboard! Elijah 
McCoy’s Steam 

Engine 
Pursuit of Excellence 

With few opportunities for the son of slaves, but 
Elijah McCoy's dreams led him to study 
mechanical engineering in Scotland. 
When Elijah returned to look for work, the only 
job he could find was shoveling coal into a train's 
firebox. Undaunted, he went on to invent a 
means of oiling the engine while the train was 
running,  
changing the face of travel around the  
world. 

8-9 
 

10/12-10/23 
Lighting the World Pursuit of Excellence 

Through trial and error, Thomas Edison invented 
the lightbulb and designed power plants to 
make electricity. Because of Edison, 
most people have light and electricity today. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/6 
Anansi Learns a 

Lesson Honesty/Kindness 

Anansi, a greedy spider did not want to share her 
lunch with others, so she played a trick on Turtle.  
Turtle and Fish later work together to teach 
Anansi a lesson about sharing and treating 
others the way you would like to be treated. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/6 
Road Runner’s 

Dance Fairness 

A Rattlesnake proclaims that he is king of the 
road. He terrorizes villagers and refuses to let 
them pass on the road. 
The villagers seek the help of the Desert Woman. 
With the help of the other animals, she creates 
the Roadrunner to teach Rattlesnake a lesson. 
Rattlesnake was taught he is not the king of the 
road. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/6 
Deltona is Going 

Batty Citizenship 

The mayor and city commission members meet 
with people in their communities to discuss the 
problem of too many bugs. People and 
government must work together to solve 
problems within the community. 

Grade 4 

Week/Dates Text Core Value Connection 

1-3 
 

8/24-9/11 
Where Have All 
the Fish Gone? Kindness 

Mano, a shark enjoyed life as a shark, but 
wanted to experience life as a human. One day, 
as Mano swam, he rescues a young woman, 
Makana back to shore. Mano wanted no other 
repayment than to visit her village as a human. 
The caring villagers made a feast in gratitude of 
her rescue. 

1-3 A Strange Cooperation The strange disappearance of the bees is 
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8/24-9/11 

Disappearance concerning to humans due to our 
interdependency. 

4-5 
 

9/14/-9/25 
The Talent Show Respect / Responsibility / 

Pursuit of Excellence 

Maura was initially afraid to tell her friend Tina 
about her idea for the talent show. Maura 
eventually respects her own ideas, stood up for 
herself and tells her friend Tina. 

4-5 
 

9/14/-9/25 
Experts 

Incorporated Respect/Kindness 

Rodney Curtain didn't know what he wanted to 
be when he grew up, so he was unable to 
complete his school assignment. He eventually 
decides that he wants to be a Name Expert to 
ensure that other children are not teased 
because of their name. 

4-5 
 

9/14/-9/25 
Speaking out to 

Stop Bullying Kindness/Citizenship 
Bullying can take place in many forms. People 
can take action steps to raise awareness, speak 
out, and take a stand against bullying. 

6-7 
 

09/28-10/09 
Earthquakes Pursuit of Excellence 

Dr. Ines Cifuentes lived through the largest 
recorded earthquake in history. She later 
became a seismologist and studied earthquakes 
and seismic waves, and is proud of her work. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/6 
Dollars and Sense Kindness 

Each day, companies are thinking of innovative 
ways to give back to their community.  
When one owns a business, making a  
profit is important but helping others is just as 
important! 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/6 
Kids in Business Pursuit of Excellence/Kindness 

Compassionate kid entrepreneurs are making a 
big difference. 

Grade 5 

Week/Dates Text Core Value Connection 

1-3 
 

8/24-9/11 

Hungbu and 
Nolbu (a Korean 

Folktale) 
Kindness 

In this Korean folktale, Hungbu, a poor, 
hardworking, and generous farmer helps an 
injured swallow. The swallow returns and drops a 
seed that makes Hungbu rich. The greedy 
brother, Nolbu learns the importance of being 
kind and generous. 

4-5 
 

9/14/-9/25 
A Fresh Idea Cooperation 

People can help one another meet needs, even 
when their needs differ. 

4-5 
 

9/14/-9/25 
One Hen Pursuit of Excellence 

When Kojo is given a small loan, he uses the 
money to buy a hen, so that they will have eggs 
to eat. Soon, there are extra eggs to sell at the 
market. With the profits, Kojo buys more hens 
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and eventually earns enough for his school fees. 
After finishing school, he gets a bigger loan and 
gradually builds up the largest farm in his 
country, and eventually in all of West Africa. 

6-7 
 

09/28-10/09 
Camping with the 

President Respect 

After four days in California's Yosemite National 
Park, President Roosevelt and John Muir talked 
about birds, giant sequoia trees, glaciers, as well 
as the importance of preserving wilderness for 
future generations. Setting aside new national 
parks and monuments became one of the 
cornerstones of Roosevelt's presidency and was 
a direct result of this camping trip. 

6-7 
 

09/28-10/09 
A Walk with 

Teddy Respect 

By traveling, Roosevelt learned about the 
importance of protecting habitats and respecting 
nature. As a result of his travels, he established 
150 natural forests, 4 national parks, and 51 bird 
reservations. 

8-9 
 

10/12-10/23 

Are Electronic 
Devices Good 

For Us? 
Responsibility 

The persuasive articles discuss the positive and 
negative effects of using technology. Using 
technology requires responsibility and restraint. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/06 
Creating a 

Nation Citizenship 
American colonists work together to solve 
problems with Great Britain. A democratic 
government was created that respected 
individual rights. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/06 

Who Wrote the 
U.S. 

Constitution? 
Citizenship 

In 1787, men from all over the United States 
arrived in Philadelphia because 
the young country was in trouble. The U.S. 
government was weak, and its guiding 
document--the Articles of Confederation--was 
failing. Throughout the summer of 1787, state 
representatives and leaders argued, shouted, 
and wrote and rewrote articles and eventually 
wrote the U.S. Constitution. The Convention 
became a turning point in American history. 

10-11 
 

10/26-11/06 
Parchment and 

Ink Citizenship/Cooperation 
The Librarian of Congress and others found ways 
of preserving our nation's important documents. 
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Core Values Literature Connection Guide 
 

Middle School 
Quarter 1 

 
The Core Values Literature Connection Guide will assist teachers in infusing Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ 
Core Values throughout the ELA curriculum. The document is aligned to the District Pacing Guides for the 2015-2016 
school year. It is designed to help teachers make connections between literature and the District’s Core Values.    

 

Grade 6  
Week Text Core Value Connection 

1 

8/24-8/28 

 

The Jacket Respect Throughout his experiences with the jacket the 
speaker gained respect for his mother and the 
jacket.  

3-4 

9/7-9/18 
Eleven Respect/Kindness 

Mrs. Price is not kind to Rachel about the sweater 
even after she realizes it is not hers. Rachel 
respects the teacher although she knows the 
sweater does not belong to her.  

5 

9/21-9/25 

Under the Royal 
Palms: Childhood in 

Cuba 
Kindness 

Parents from the town washed the faces of the 
little girls, fed them, and were generous because 
they were lost.  

6-8 

9/28-10/16 
Esperanza Rising 

Cooperation/Kindness/Pursuit of 
Excellence 

Esperanza's house was on fire and several 
people helped to get the family out of the house. 
She must not be afraid and learn to start over. Tio 
Luis uses this opportunity to propose to 
Esperanza's mother by offering a new house and 
crops in return for her love. 

9-10 

10/19-10/30 

 

Italians Trying to 
Prevent a Modern 

Pompeii 
Cooperation 

People working together to protect those who live 
close to Mount Vesuvius in case of an eruption. 

Grade 7 

Week Text Core Value Connection 

1-2 

8/24-9/4 
Names/Nombres Kindness 

Julia's name set her apart in the U.S. She felt like 
she wanted an American name so that she could 
fit in. She made friends and the others were kind 
to her. Her family believed in her.  
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3-4 

9/7-9/18 
Amigo Brothers 

Integrity / Pursuit of Excellence 
/ Fairness 

Felix and Antonio are friends who have to fight in 
a boxing match. Felix is clear about wanting to 
win fair and square. They did not let the fighting 
get between their friendship.  

5-6 

9/21-10/2 
Seventh Grade Kindness In his final interaction with Teresa, Victor shows 

how kindness is important to creating friendships.  

7 

10/5-10/9 
Prometheus Respect 

Prometheus was disrespectful to Zeus by acting 
against what he had been told to do and providing 
man with fire.  

8 

10/12-10/16 
Icarus and Daedalus Pursuit of Excellence/Respect 

Daedalus wanted to escape with his son so he 
crafted wings out of feathers and wax. The lack of 
respect caused Icarus' feathers to melt and he 
dropped out of the sky and drowned.  

8 

10/12-10/16 

Phaethon, Son of 
Apollo 

Respect Phaethon's lack of respect caused earth and the 
chariots to be destroyed and he died.  

9-10 

10/19-10/30 
Young Arthur Kindness/Integrity 

Sir Ector and his wife demonstrated kindness by 
raising Arthur as their own, and Merlin displayed 
integrity by refusing to tell the rebels Arthur's 
location so they could slay him. Kay is dishonest 
when he lies about pulling the sword from the 
stone himself, which is revealed when he is asked 
to pull the sword again. Arthur's integrity leads 
him to admit that he pulled the sword, even when 
he believed it would get him in trouble.  

Grade 8 

Week Text Core Value Connection 

1-2 

8/24-9/4 

The Treasure of 
Lemon Brown 

Kindness/Respect 

The kindness that Lemon Brown shows Walter 
makes him have a new sense of respect for his 
father and what he is trying to accomplish as he 
raises him. 

4-5 

9/14-9/25 
Raymond’s Run 

Pursuit of 
Excellence/Kindness/Fairness/ 

Cooperation 

Squeaky pursues excellence with her running, 
and doesn't concern herself with other popular 
activities like dancing because she wants to be 
the best runner. She demonstrates kindness 
towards Raymond, and cares for him as if he 
were a younger brother. When she sees that he 
could be a good runner, she selflessly decides 
that she will give up her own running to coach 
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him.  

4-5 

9/14-9/25 
My First Free Summer Citizenship/Fairness 

The narrator attends an International School in 
the Dominican Republic where she learns the 
English language and about life in America. She 
struggles academically, which leads her to never 
be "free" from summer school. Her parents try to 
show her the importance of learning about 
America, due to the horrors of the Trujillo 
dictatorship going on around them. Eventually the 
family is granted entrance to America, where Julia 
begins to recognize the importance of learning 
about things like American history. She no longer 
thinks school is unfair. 

6-7 

9/28-10/9 
Mi Madre Respect The author respects the desert as a mother, 

because it always fills her needs.  

6-7 

9/28-10/9 
Canyon de Chelly Respect 

In "Canyon de Chelly" the speaker is sharing with 
his son that nature and the desert are forever. 
With mundane artifacts like stone and roots, the 
author reveals the eternalness of nature.  

6-7 

9/28-10/9 

Gil's Furniture Bought 
and Sold 

Respect 

The narrator learns that things don't need to be 
beautiful to cause joy. While the narrator was 
expecting a pretty music box with a ballerina, 
instead this ugly wood box unleashes feelings of 
joy and excitement, which is why Gil refuses to 
sell it. This narrator has a newfound respect for 
things that aren't necessarily beautiful on the 
surface.  

8-10 

10/12-10/30 
Paul Revere's Ride Cooperation/Citizenship 

In Paul Revere's ride, he works in cooperation 
with the colonists to prepare for the arrival of the 
British. This is the origin of American citizenship, 
where people had to determine whether they 
supported the American cause enough to fight for 
it.  

8-10 

10/12-10/30 
The Other Riders Cooperation/Citizenship/ 

Respect 

Unlike Paul Revere, William Dawes doesn't get 
the respect or fame he deserves for his midnight 
ride. He also rode to warn colonists of the 
imminent British arrival, and cooperated with other 
leaders to spread the word, but his name is less 
well known than his counterpart.  
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Core Values Literature Connection 
 

Senior High School 
Quarter 1 

 
The Core Values Literature Connection Guide will assist teachers in infusing Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ 
Core Values throughout the ELA curriculum. The document is aligned to the District Pacing Guides for the 2015-2016 
school year. It is designed to help teachers make connections between literature and the District’s Core Values.    

 

Grade 9 
Week/ 
Dates Text Core Value Connection 

1 

8/24-8/28 

The Seven Ages of 
Man 

Respect/Integrity 

In Shakespeare's poem "The Seven Ages of 
Man", he examines the patterns of life and the 
seven distinct phases that men go through. The 
poem questions whether fate determines 
character or whether character determines fate. 
Regardless, in each stage there is an 
importance for characters to understand and 
respect the sanctity of life.  

1 

8/24-8/28 
The Road Not Taken 

Pursuit of Excellence / 
Responsibility 

Robert Frost's poem explores the difficulties of 
decisions we make in life, and the impact that 
these decisions can have on our futures. His 
decision about which road to take is revealed in 
the final two lines: "I took the one less traveled 
by, And that has made all the difference." Often, 
the right thing to do is more difficult than 
following the norm. It takes integrity to stray from 
the norm, but we are better for making these 
decisions because our character and destiny are 
a result of the decisions we make. In pursuit of 
excellence, we must not shy away from the 
roads that haven't been traveled down, but 
rather seek them out to truly innovate.  

2-4 

8/31-9/18 

The House on 
Mango Street 

Pursuit of Excellence / 
Responsibility 

Esperanza is frustrated and embarrassed by her 
living situation in her house on Mango Street. 
She explains this by saying: "I knew then I had 
to have a house. A real house. One I could point 
to. But this isn't it [...] One day I will say goodbye 
to Mango. I am too strong for her to keep me 
here forever." She uses writing and storytelling 
to escape from her reality, and is determined to 
succeed in life so that she can get a house of 
her own. Esperanza also demonstrates 
responsibility by saying that she will have "gone 
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away to come back. For the ones I left behind. 
For the ones who cannot [get] out." She feels 
responsible to help those that are stuck in 
places they do not want to be.  

5-6 

9/21-10/2 

Daughter of 
Invention 

Cooperation/Respect 

Yolanda needs the support of her family to 
assimilate to the American culture and lifestyle, 
but her parents are still set in their ways from the 
Dominican Republic. Throughout the story, they 
struggle to respect the decisions of each other. 
By the end, however, the parents respect their 
daughters for the efforts they are making in the 
new country and their desire to live as 
"independent American women."  

5-6 

9/21-10/2 

 

Future in My Arms Cooperation/ Responsibility 

In "The Future in My Arms" the narrator has 
been given the task of being "repozwa", or a 
sacred place, for her newly born niece and 
nephew. The story exemplifies the importance of 
family being an unconditional support system for 
its children, which requires cooperation from all 
relatives and also the sense of responsibility to 
help one's family grow.  

7-8 

10/5-10/16 

The Most Dangerous 
Game 

Respect/Kindness 

In "The Most Dangerous Game", General Zaroff 
exhibits a lack of respect and kindness for his 
fellow human beings as he gets enjoyment from 
hunting them. He lacks the fundamental 
kindness that humans should have towards one 
another. Rather than helping people in need like 
Mr. Rainsford, he tries to kill him.  

7-8 

10/5-10/16 
A Sound of Thunder Integrity/Citizenship 

In "A Sound of Thunder", the time travelers must 
demonstrate integrity and honesty to avoid 
potentially altering the present/future. When 
Eckels disobeys the rules, he triggers the 
"Butterfly Effect" which changes society for the 
worse. The decisions that are made by people, 
even if seemingly small, often have a large 
(though unintended) impact on society.  

9 

10/19-10/23 
The Necklace Respect 

True value is dependent on perception, and as a 
result, we must respect and value ourselves. We 
are only as good as we believe ourselves to be, 
and so we must respect ourselves for who we 
are instead of fretting over material possessions. 
Additionally, if Mathilde had been honest about 
losing the necklace in the first place, she 
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wouldn't have lost all of her material 
possessions when buying a replacement.  

9 

10/19-10/23 
The Open Window Honesty 

Words can be extremely powerful and change 
peoples' perceptions of one another. When the 
niece made up lies about Mr. Nuttel, it gave the 
Sappleton family a warped perception of what 
he was really like. Her lies also made Mr. Nuttel 
think that the Aunt was the crazy one. This story 
highlights the importance of being honest.  

9 

10/19-10/23 
The Gift of the Magi Kindness 

In "The Gift of the Magi", Delli and Jim have little 
money but love each other and sacrifice for one 
another. Their only two possessions of value are 
Delli's hair and Jim's watch. For Christmas, they 
both sell their most prized possession to buy 
something to complement the other's prized 
possession. Delli sells her hair to buy Jim a 
chain for his watch, and Jim sells his watch to 
buy Delli combs for her hair. Their kindness and 
desire to bring each other joy is what makes 
them "the "wisest" magi of all.  

10 

10/26-10/30 

The House on 
Mango Street 

Pursuit of Excellence / 
Responsibility 

Esperanza is frustrated and embarrassed by her 
living situation in her house on Mango Street. 
She explains this by saying: "I knew then I had 
to have a house. A real house. One I could point 
to. But this isn't it [...] One day I will say goodbye 
to Mango. I am too strong for her to keep me 
here forever." She uses writing and storytelling 
to escape from her reality, and is determined to 
succeed in life so that she can get a house of 
her own. Esperanza also demonstrates 
responsibility by saying that she will have "gone 
away to come back. For the ones I left behind. 
For the ones who cannot [get] out." She feels 
responsible to help those that are stuck in 
places they do not want to be.  

10 

10/26-10/30 

In the Time of the 
Butterflies 

Integrity/Citizenship 

In "The Time of the Butterflies" Dede 
experiences tragedy when her martyr sisters are 
killed at the hands of the dictator Trujillo. The 
story is about the courage and integrity of the 
sisters to stand up against an evil dictatorship, 
and to make difficult decisions when they knew it 
was best for their country. It also provides an 
opportunity for discussion regarding whether 
citizens can and should question their 
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government's authority when it becomes 
abusive.  

Grade 10 

Week Text Core Value Connection 

1 

8/24-8/28 
Harrison Bergeron 

Fairness/Citizenship/ Pursuit 
of Excellence 

In "Harrison Bergeron", which is set in 2081, 
everyone is equal which has been achieved by 
handicapping the strengths of people. This 
ultimate "fairness" has resulted in a society 
where pursuit of excellence is forbidden, and 
innovation is non-existent. In this society, 
citizens have little impact on their communities, 
because they have no distinct skills to offer as a 
result of the handicapping laws.  

1 

8/24-8/28 

And of Clay Are We 
Created: 

Kindness/Responsibility 

Azucena, which means Lily, is stuck in a mud pit 
with only her head sticking out after a volcano 
destroyed her town and killed thousands of 
people. The reporter who is covering her rescue, 
which arrives too late, forgets his responsibility 
to report the news and instead is overcome by a 
responsibility to comfort Lily. His kindness stems 
from his own repressed memories of death and 
sadness from his childhood. Lily dies in the mud, 
and Carle is deeply depressed by the 
experience.  

2-4 

8/31-9/18 

In the Time of the 
Butterflies 

Integrity/Citizenship 

In "The Time of the Butterflies" Dede 
experiences tragedy when her martyr sisters are 
killed at the hands of the dictator Trujillo. The 
story is about the courage and integrity of the 
sisters to stand up against an evil dictatorship, 
and to make difficult decisions when they knew it 
was best for their country. It also provides an 
opportunity for discussion regarding whether 
citizens can and should question their 
government's authority when it becomes 
abusive.  

2-4 

8/31-9/18 
Exile Citizenship/Cooperation 

In the poem "Exile" the narrator must cooperate 
with her father to escape "Ciudad Trujillo" and 
get to the United States. She is nervous about 
leaving her life behind, and likens the voluntary 
move to exile because she is scared of what 
America has in store for her. The poem also 
touches on citizenship as the narrator doesn't 
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know which country she belongs to.  

2-4 

8/31-9/18 
Crossing the Border Citizenship/Respect 

In the poem "Cross the Border" a Native 
American family is stopped at border security on 
their way from Detroit to Canada. The border 
agent is disrespectful to them and treats them 
like they don't belong in either place. The family 
is struggling with identity, not knowing which 
country they truly belong to.  

2-4 

8/31-9/18 

A Celebration of 
Grandfathers 

Respect 

This essay emphasizes the fact that we have 
much to learn from our elders, and we must give 
them our attention and respect so that we can 
learn from their wisdom. The narrator highlights 
the work ethic, perspective and mindset of her 
grandfather's generation, and is worried that if 
today's youth break the cycle of respecting 
elders the results will be devastating.  

2-4 

8/31-9/18 
Only Daughter 

Fairness/Respect/ Pursuit of 
Excellence 

The narrator in "Only Daughter" has six 
brothers, and has spent her life trying to make 
her father proud of her accomplishments as a 
writer. The father is in a mindset that women 
achieve success by marrying, and so her 
endeavors are not respected or even 
acknowledged by her father. She finds it unfair 
that just because she is a girl she is supposed to 
have different professional standards than her 
brothers. Eventually, her pursuit of excellence 
(which in this case, is to have her excellence 
recognized by her father) is finally achieved 
when her writing about his hometown is 
published and translated into Spanish.  

6-7 

9/28-10/9 

By the Waters of 
Babylon 

Pursuit of Excellence 

"By the Waters of Babylon" warns of the 
dangers of pursuing innovations and excellence 
without recognizing our own tendencies of 
savageness. In this story the narrator, who is a 
priest of the Hill People, travels back to the 
"Dead Place" which is a New York City that has 
been destroyed by fire, a symbol for war. 
Despite all of the advancements humans have 
made with technology, there is a huge danger of 
failing to recognize that we can regress if we do 
not carefully manage our proneness to war.  

8-10 Antigone Respect It is lack of respect that leads the brothers 
Eteocles and Polynices to kill each other in 
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10/12-10/30 "Antigone". Additionally, it is respect that leads 
Antigone to want her brother Polynices to have a 
proper burial, and to attempt to bury him against 
the King's orders. This act gets Antigone 
arrested, and her respect for herself leads to her 
being immured. Once Antigone kills herself, her 
fiancée Haemon kills himself, followed by Queen 
Eurydice.  

Grade 11 

Week Text Core Value Connection 

1 

8/24-8/28 

The World on the 
Turtle's Back 

Cooperation/Integrity 

It is a lack of integrity that leads to the woman 
falling into the space underneath the world, even 
though it was known that this tree covering the 
hole should not be touched. With collaboration 
among the animals, the "earth" began to grow 
on the turtle's back because they all helped 
gather the resources available for the earth to 
grow. When the twins were born, they lacked 
respect for one another because the right-
handed twin believed the left-handed twin killed 
the mother. This feud eventually led to the duel 
where the left-handed twin and the grandmother 
were killed, which ended up leading to the 
creation of the underworld (the left-handed twin) 
and the moon (the grandmother).  

1 

8/24-8/28 

The Interesting 
Narrative of the Life 
of Olaudah Equiano 

Respect/Fairness/ Kindness 

Olaudah Equiano was a slave who was sold and 
traded multiple times and traveled the world 
before finally purchasing his freedom. His story 
tells of the disrespect and horrid treatment he 
encountered because of his race, and his 
determination to overcome the hardships to 
eventually buy his freedom. He questions the 
fairness of the situation, and is angered by the 
unkindness of the white men calling their 
treatment of blacks a "new refinement in 
cruelty." 

2 

8/31-9/4 

To My Dear and 
Loving Husband 

Kindness/Cooperation 

Anne Bradstreet's poem is about the immense 
love she feels for her husband. The love and 
kindness expressed is something that most 
people desire, and she believes their 
perseverance during life will give them eternal 
love and happiness together.  
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2 

8/31-9/4 

Sinners in the Hands 
of an Angry God 

Honesty/Integrity/ Kindness 

Jonathan Edwards' sermon is meant to scare 
sinners into embracing God before they are 
swallowed into the pits of Hell. He asks for 
repentance and for human beings to live the 
word of God, because God can strike them 
down at any moment he wishes.  

3-6 

9/7-10/2 
The Crucible 

Honesty/Integrity/ 
Responsibility 

The importance of honesty, integrity and 
responsibility are evident throughout The 
Crucible. The affair between Abigail and John 
Proctor sets the stage for disaster during the 
witch trials, and the dishonesty of the girls 
caught dancing (namely Abigail, Betty and 
Tituba) results in many people being tried (and 
killed) for crimes that they did not commit. John 
Proctor struggles with maintaining his integrity, 
refusing to admit the affair publicly, which 
ultimately leads to his death.  

3-6 

9/7-10/2 
McCarthyism 

Honesty/Integrity/ 
Responsibility 

Similar to the events of the Salem Witch Trials, 
the dishonesty and lack of integrity 
demonstrated by McCarthy ruined many lives. 
He made false claims accusing people in 
America of being communists, and very few 
people had the integrity to stand up and stop 
him.  

7-8 

10/5-10/16 

The Declaration of 
Independence 

Citizenship/Cooperation/ 
Fairness/Pursuit of 

Excellence/ 
Respect/Responsibility 

The Declaration of Independence did not create 
a new government for America, but it did cite all 
of the important aspects of government in 
naming why America no longer would be 
controlled by Britain. These reasons included 
the need for cooperation between government 
and citizens, instead of the unfair relationship 
that existed before the Declaration of 
Independence. Thomas Jefferson and the 
Founding Fathers made the decision to pursue 
excellence when they signed the Declaration, 
knowing that it would result in war, but 
understanding that death was a better 
alternative to life without representation.  

9-10 

10/19-10/30 
The Scarlett Letter Honesty/Integrity 

Hester does not want to damage the integrity of 
Dimmesdale so she does not tell the truth about 
how she became pregnant. Dimmesdale, the 
father the child, is in turmoil over whether to 
come clean about his sins. It literally makes him 
sick, but ironically, it is this lack of honesty that 
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leads Dimmesdale to preach so passionately.  

9-10 

10/19-10/30 

The House of the 
Seven Gables 

Integrity 

"The House of the Seven Gables" warns that 
“the wrong-doing of one generation lives into the 
successive ones, and . . . becomes a pure and 
uncontrollable mischief.” Specifically, Colonel 
Pyncheon, who lacked integrity and framed 
Matthew Maule so that he could inherit his land, 
created a curse that haunted his family for many 
generations.  

9-10 

10/19-10/30 
Moby Dick Respect/Pursuit of Excellence 

In "Moby Dick" Captain Ahab pursues 
excellence by relentlessly chasing the whale 
who took his leg, despite the many warnings that 
it would lead to his death. This quest to kill the 
whale proves futile, due to the lack of respect for 
its power.  

Grade 12 

Week Text Core Value Connection 

1-2 

8/24-9/4 
Beowulf Pursuit of Excellence 

Beowulf goes to great lengths to prove his 
strength against all odds. He does not shy away 
from any challenge, even if he experiences 
temporary setbacks like when his first attempt to 
kill the dragon failed. The poem focuses on how 
identity is formed from lineage and courage, and 
because Beowulf doesn't have the lineage, he 
must pursue greatness through heroics alone.  

1-2 

8/24-9/4 

A Collaboration 
Across 1,200 Years 

Pursuit of Excellence 

According to the review, Benjamin Bagby has 
created a performance that outdoes all others. 
His passion for Beowulf combined with his 
musical abilities helped him achieve excellence.  

3-4 

9/11-9/18 
Iliad 

Integrity/Pursuit of 
Excellence/Respect 

In Homer's poem, Achilles selfishly refuses to 
fight because he wants the Greeks to recognize 
how valuable he is. In his absence his best 
friend, Patroclus, was killed by Hector. Achilles 
feels responsible for the death and vows to seek 
revenge on Hector. His anger causes Achilles to 
disregard proper death/burial rituals for Hector 
after he kills him, and he does extremely 
disrespectful things to Hector's body. At the end, 
however, Achilles relents and does the moral 
thing to return the body to the family. 
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5-6 

9/21-10/2 
A Distant Mirror Pursuit of Excellence 

Travel in 14th century Europe used to be 
extremely difficult compared to modern day, and 
it was a great endeavor to go from one place to 
another. People pursuing excellence or just a 
change of scenery endured long days of 
walking, flea-ridden lodging and many other 
hardships.  

5-6 

9/21-10/2 

In the Footsteps of 
the Faithful 

Pursuit of Excellence 

The author explains the difficulties of pilgrimage, 
but also the spiritual growth that he achieved 
through his religious journey across Northern 
Spain.  

5-6 

9/21-10/2 

The Canturbury 
Tales: The Prologue 

Cooperation/Respect/ Integrity 

The narrator is embarking on a pilgrimage to 
Canturbury, and tags along with a group he 
meets at The Tabard. His description of his 
fellow travelers reveals his varying levels of 
respect (or disrespect) for each of them. There 
are levels of corruption evident among nearly all 
of the travelers. These travelers will compete to 
tell the best tale on their walk in order to win a 
dinner prize, so there are mixed levels of 
cooperation and sabotage throughout the 
journey.  

5-6 

9/21-10/2 
The Pardoner's Tale Integrity/Honesty 

In the prologue to the Pardoner's tale, he tells 
the travelers that "The love of money is the root 
of all evil", yet he admits to only preaching to get 
money. His tale includes three sinners who want 
to find and kill Death as revenge for killing their 
friend. On their journey, they find a bag of gold 
coins, and each of them plots to kill the others 
so that the wealth doesn’t have to be shared. 
The lack of integrity due to a desire for riches 
inevitably leads to all three dying at the hands of 
the others.  

7-8 

10/5-10/16 

The Wife of Bath's 
Tale 

Integrity/Fairness/ Respect 

The Wife of Bath has been married five times, 
and does not believe that all women are 
supposed to be virgins like the Bible alludes. 
Instead, she argues that good women should be 
virgins and the rest can reproduce which is also 
very important. Her tale is about a knight who 
commits a rape. To save himself from death he 
is given the task of determining what women 
want most. On his journey, he meets an old ugly 
woman who gives him the answer in exchange 
for him promising to marry her. He is miserable 
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in their marriage, until he grants her what she 
wants most which is putting himself in her 
control. Once he does this, she becomes 
beautiful and nice.  

9-10 

10/19-10/30 

Siri Gawain and the 
Green Knight 

Integrity/Honesty/ Respect 

Sir Gawain agrees to strike the Green Knight 
and, in return, he must meet the knight a year 
later to be struck back. His agreement to do this 
is out of respect for King Arthur, and also a 
move to defend his own courage and integrity. 
On his way to meet the Green Knight, however, 
dishonesty gets the best of Sir Gawain as he 
keeps the life-saving girdle instead of honoring 
the rules of his game with his host. This 
dishonesty should really have cost Sir Gawain 
his life, but the mercy of the Green Knight led Sir 
Gawain to wear the girdle for the rest of his life.  

9-10 

10/19-10/30 
Le Morte D' Arthur Integrity/Honesty/ Kindness 

It is Sir Launcelot's infidelity with the King's wife 
that leads to him being banished to France, but 
it is his integrity that prevents him from killing Sir 
Gawain each time they fight. The lack of integrity 
of Sir Morte leads him to unfairly assume the 
throne of King Arthur while he is away by telling 
lies about his death. This greed and dishonesty 
also causes him to battle his father when he 
returns. Sir Bedivere also exhibits dishonesty 
when he fails to follow King Arthur's request to 
throw Excalibur into the lake.  
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Appendices  

 

Appendix A Student Code of Conduct Letter and 
Acknowledgement of Receipt and Review 
 

Appendix B Goal Setting Activity Handout 
 

Appendix C Honesty Pledge Activity Handout 
 

Appendix D Keys to My Success Activity Handout 
 

Appendix E Many Thanks Activity Handout 
 

Appendix F Polite Projections Activity Handouts 
 

Appendix G Walk a Mile in My Shoes  Activity Handout 
  

Appendix H Who Do I Respect Activity Handout 
 



[SCHOOL LETTERHEAD] 

 

DATE 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

The Code of Student Conduct is the District’s policy that promotes a safe learning environment to ensure 
academic success. If this objective is to be accomplished, it is necessary that the school environment be 
a safe and supportive community. The “reculturing” of the school to a positive school climate supports 
academic achievement and promotes fairness, civility, acceptance of diversity, and mutual respect.  

The Code of Student Conduct addresses the role of the parents/guardians, the students, and school, but 
also focuses on core values and model student behavior, rights and responsibilities of students, 
addressing student behavior, and disciplinary procedures.  

The newly adopted Code of Student Conduct can be accessed by going to the following website: 
http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm  .  If you do not have access to the 
Internet, you may go to your child’s school and request to review the Code of Student Conduct manual.   

Please take the time to review and discuss the importance of the Code of Student Conduct with your 
child or children. After reviewing the Code of Student Conduct, you and your child/children must sign, 
date, and return the accompanied Parent Receipt and Acknowledgement Form  to your child's 
school within 5 school days. 

I consider each and every parent/guardian a valuable partner of Miami-Dade County Public Schools and 
recognize that you share the same goal as all of our schools, which is to create a safe learning 
environment that promotes academic success.  For this reason, we hope that you understand the 
importance of the District’s expectations for student behavior, and the corrective strategies should 
misconduct occur.   

 

Principal 

 

 

 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
http://www.vbschools.com/students/conduct/parent_form.pdf
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Acknowledgment of Receipt and Review  
 
 

Each parent/guardian of a student and each student enrolled in Miami-Dade County Public Schools 
must sign and return this page to the student’s school to acknowledge that he/she has accessed 
the online version or obtained a copy of the Code of Student Conduct. In addition, this page serves 
as acknowledgement that you have reviewed the Code of Student Conduct with your child. Each 
school will maintain records of such signed statements. 
 
The online version of the Code of Student Conduct in English, Spanish, and Haitian-Creole can be 
located in the  Parent Portal or by accessing through the following website address: 
 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm 
 

If you do not have internet access to obtain a copy of the Code of Student Conduct, please visit 
your child’s school to obtain a copy.  
 
I acknowledge receipt  of the notification regarding accessing or obtaining a copy of the Code of 
Student Conduct through the Parent Portal or via the internet web address and that I have read and 
discussed the Code of Student Conduct with my child. 

 
 

___________________________________              _________________________________ 
Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature                                                   Date 
 
 
I acknowledge receipt  of the notification regarding accessing or obtaining a copy of the Code of 
Student Conduct through the Parent Portal or via the internet web address and that I have read and 
discussed it the Code of Student Conduct with my parent/guardian. 
  
___________________________________               _________________________________ 
Student’s Name                                                          Date 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 

RETURN TO STUDENT’S SCHOOL WITHIN FIVE (5) 
SCHOOL DAYS UPON RECEIVING NOTIFICATION TO 

REVIEW THE CODE OF STUDENT CONDUCT 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
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[SCHOOL LETTERHEAD] 

FECHA 

 

Estimados padres de familia y tutores:  

El Código de Conducta del Estudiante (The Code of Student Conduct) es la política del Distrito que 
promueve un ambiente de aprendizaje seguro para asegurar el éxito académico.  Para que se cumpla 
este objetivo, es necesario que el entorno escolar sea el de una comunidad segura y de apoyo.  El 
“crear una cultura” en la escuela con un ambiente escolar positivo, apoya el logro académico y 
promueve la equidad, la civilidad, la aceptación de la diversidad y el respeto mutuo.  

El Código de Conducta del Estudiante aborda el papel que juegan los padres de familia/tutores, los 
estudiantes y la escuela, pero también se centra en los valores fundamentales y la conducta modelo del 
estudiante, los derechos y responsabilidades de los estudiantes, abordar los temas de la conducta del 
estudiante y de los procedimientos disciplinarios. 

El recién aprobado Código de Conducta del Estudiante se puede acceder en la página web: 
http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm .  Si usted no tiene acceso a la Internet, 
usted puede ir a la escuela de su/s hijo/s y solicitar el revisar el Manual del Código de Conducta del 
Estudiante. 

Por favor, tómense su tiempo en revisar y discutir la importancia del Código de Conducta del Estudiante 
con su/s hijo/s. Después de revisar el Código de Conducta del Estudiante, usted y su/s niño/s deben 
firmar, fechar y devolver el formulario de Recibo de Acuse y Revisión a la escuela de su/s hijo/s, 
dentro de 5 días escolares. 

Considero que cada padre de familia/tutor es un valioso socio de las Escuelas Públicas del Condado 
Miami-Dade y reconozco que comparten el mismo objetivo de todas nuestras escuelas, que consiste en 
crear un ambiente seguro en el aprendizaje que promueva el éxito académico.  Por esta razón, 
esperamos que usted entienda la importancia de las expectativas del Distrito respecto a la conducta de 
los estudiantes y a las estrategias de corrección si ocurriese un mal comportamiento. 

 

Director 
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Acuse de Recibo y Revisión  
 

Cada uno de los padres de familia/tutores de los estudiantes y cada uno de los estudiantes 
matriculados en las Escuelas Públicas del Condado Miami-Dade debe firmar y devolver 
esta página a la escuela del estudiante a fin de confirmar que él o ella ha accedido la 
versión en línea o ha obtenido una copia del Código de Conducta del Estudiante. Además, 
esta página sirve como confirmación de que usted ha revisado el Código de Conducta del 
Estudiante con su hijo. Cada una de las escuelas mantendrá un registro de dichos 
documentos firmados. 
 
La versión en línea del Código de Conducta del Estudiante en inglés, español y haitiano 
criollo se puede encontrar en el Portal para los Padres de Familia o visitando el sitio “web” 
que aparece a continuación: 
 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm. 
 
Si usted no tiene acceso a la Internet para obtener una copia del Código de Conducta del 
Estudiante, por favor, visite la escuela de su hijo para que obtenga una copia. 
 
Acuso recibo de tener acceso o cómo obtener una copia del Código de Conducta del 
Estudiante que bien puede ser por medio del Portal para Padres de Familia o vía la 
Internet en el sitio “web” y que he leído y discutido el Código de Conducta del Estudiante 
con mi hijo. 
 
___________________________                              ________________________ 
Firma del padre/de la madre/del tutor/de la tutora   Fecha 
 
Acuso recibo de cómo tener acceso o cómo obtener una copia del Código de Conducta del 
Estudiante ya sea por medio del Portal para Padres de Familia o vía la Internet en el sitio 
“web” y que he leído y discutido el Código de Conducta del Estudiante con mi padre, mi 
madre o tutor. 
 
_______________________________           _____________________________ 
Firma del estudiante     Fecha 
 

   

 
 

 
 

 

 

DEVUELVA ESTE DOCUMENTO A LA ESCUELA 
DEL ESTUDIANTE EN UN PLAZO DE CINCO (5) 

DÍAS A PARTIR DEL RECIBO DE LA 
NOTIFICACIÓN PARA REVISAR EL  

   

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
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[SCHOOL LETTERHEAD] 

 

DATE 

Chè Paran e Gadyen: 

 “Code of Student Conduct” (Kòd Konduit pou Elèv) se règleman Distri a ki pwomote yon 
anviwònman pou aprann an sekirite pou asire siksè akademik. Si pou nou akonpli objektif sa a, 
li nesesè pou anviwònman lekòl yo an sekirite e nan yon kominote sipòtif.  “Rekiltirasyon” lekòl 
la pou vin yon anbyans lekòl pozitif, sipòte siksè akademik e pwomote enpasyalite, sivilite, 
akseptasyon divèsite, e respè resipwòk.  

Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la adrese wòl paran/gadyen, elèv, ak lekòl la men tou fikse sou valè 
debaz ak modèl konduit elèv, dwa ak responsablite elèv, adrese konduit elèv, ak pwosedi 
disiplinè.  

Ou kab aksede nouvo Kòd Konduit pou Elèv yo adopte a nan ale sou paj Entènèt k ap suiv la: 
http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm .  Si ou pa gen aksè sou Entènèt, 
ou kab ale nan lekòl pitit ou a e mande pou w revize bwochi Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la.  

Silvouplè pran tan pou revize e diskite enpòtans Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la ak pitit ou a oubyen 
pitit ou yo. Aprè ou fin revize Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la, ou menm ak pitit ou a/pitit ou yo dwe 
siyen, date l, e retounen Deklarasyon Paran ak Fòm Konfimasyon Ou Pran an, ki akonpaye 
li, bay lekòl pitit ou a nan espas 5 jou lekòl.  

Mwen konsidere chak e tout paran/gadyen kòm yon patnè presye nan Lekòl Leta Miami-Dade 
County e mwen rekonèt ou pataje menm objektif kòm tout lekòl nou yo, ki se pou kreye yon 
anviwònman pou aprann an sekirite ki pwomote siksè akademik.  Pou rezon sa a, nou espere 
ou konprann enpòtans konduit distri a atann kay elèv, e estrateji korektif si yon movèz konduit ta 
pase.  

 

Direktè/tris 

 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
http://www.vbschools.com/students/conduct/parent_form.pdf
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Konfimasyon Ou Pran e Revize Li 

 
Chak paran/gadyen yon elèv e chak elèv ki enskri nan Lekòl Leta Miami-Dade County dwe siyen e 
retounen paj sa a nan lekòl elèv la pou konfime li te aksede vèsyon sou Entènèt oubyen te pran 
kopi Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la. Anplis, paj sa a sèvi kòm deklarasyon ou te revize Kòd Konduit pou 
Elèv la ak pitit ou a.  Chak lekòl ap kenbe deklarasyon siyen sa yo. 
 
Ou kab aksede vèsyon Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la sou Entènèt ann Anglè, ann Espayòl e an Kreyòl 
Ayisyen, sou Pòtal Paran an oubyen nan aksede li atravè adrès Entènèt ki ap suiv la:   
 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm 
 

Si ou pa gen aksè sou Entènèt pou jwenn yon kopi Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la, silvouplè vizite lekòl 
pitit ou a pou ka pran yon kopi.   
 
Mwen deklare mwen pran avi konsènan aksede oubyen pran yon kopi Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la 
atravè Pòtal Paran an oubyen sou adrès paj Entènèt la, e mwen li e diskite Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la 
ak pitit mwen an. 
 
 
___________________________________              _________________________________ 
Siyati Paran/Gadyen                                                                  Dat 
 
 
Mwen deklare mwen pran avi konsènan aksede oubyen pran yon kopi Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la 
atravè Pòtal Paran an oubyen sou adrès paj Entènèt la, e mwen li e diskite Kòd Konduit pou Elèv la 
ak paran/gadyen mwen.   
  
 
___________________________________               _________________________________ 
Non Elèv la                                                                    Dat 

 
 
 

  
 
 

 
 
 

       
 

 

RETOUNEN LI BAY LEKÒL ELÈV LA NAN ESPAS 5 
JOU LEKÒL APRÈ OU RESEVWA AVI A POU W 

REVIZE KÒD KONDUIT POU ELÈV LA 

http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
http://ehandbooks.dadeschools.net/policies/90/index.htm
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When I feel like giving up, I will 
tell myself 
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

 

My Goal is __________________ 

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________ 

My Goal is __________________ 

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________ 

My Goal is __________________ 

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________ 

My Goal is __________________ 

___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________ 

When I feel like giving up, I will 
tell myself 
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

 

When I feel like giving up, I will 
tell myself 
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________

 

When I feel like giving up, I will 
tell myself 
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
___________________________
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I pledge to __________ 

____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________
____________________
___________________ . 

I pledge to __________ 

____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________
____________________
___________________ . 

I pledge to __________ 

____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________
____________________
___________________ . 

I pledge to __________ 

____________________ 
____________________ 
____________________
____________________

 . 
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My Key to Success is  

______________________
 

My Key to Success is  

 

My Key to Success is  

 

My Key to Success is  

 

My Key to Success is  

 

My Key to Success is  

 

My Key to Success is  

 

My Key to Success is  

 

______________________
 

______________________
 

______________________
 

______________________
 

______________________
 

______________________
 

______________________
 

287353
Typewritten Text
APPENDIX D



             

 

             

 

             

 

             

287353
Typewritten Text

287353
Typewritten Text

287353
Typewritten Text
APPENDIX E

287353
Typewritten Text

287353
Typewritten Text



 

Polite Projection 

 Say one of these polite 
phrases today. 

Yes sir/no sir                       □ 

Yes ma’am/ no ma’am       □ 

Please                                   □ 

Thank you                           □ 

 

Polite Projection Polite Projection 

Polite Projection 

 Say one of these polite 
phrases today. 

Yes sir/no sir                       □ 

Yes ma’am/ no ma’am       □ 

Please                                   □ 

Thank you                           □ 

 

 Say one of these polite 
phrases today. 

Yes sir/no sir                       □ 

Yes ma’am/ no ma’am       □ 

Please                                   □ 

Thank you                           □ 

 

 Say one of these polite 
phrases today. 

Yes sir/no sir                       □ 

Yes ma’am/ no ma’am       □ 

Please                                   □ 

Thank you                           □ 
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Polite Projections 

 
PLEASE 

 
THANK YOU 
 

 
HAVE A NICE DAY! 

 
YES, SIR 
 

 
EXCUSE ME 

 
YES, MA’AM 
 

 
HOW ARE YOU? 
 

 
PLEASE 

 
THANK YOU 

 
HAVE A NICE DAY! 
 

 
EXCUSE ME 

 
MAY I… 
 

 
YES, SIR 

 
YES, MA’AM 
 

 
PLEASE 

 
THANK YOU 
 

 
PLEASE 
 

 
PLEASE 
 

 
HAVE A NICE DAY! 
 

 
EXCUSE ME 

 
HOW ARE YOU? 
 

 
MAY I…. 

 
PLEASE 
 

 
PLEASE 

 
THANK YOU 
 

 
THANK YOU 

 
EXCUSE ME  
 

 
MAY I 
 

 
HOW ARE YOU? 

 
YES, SIR 
 

 
YES, MA’AM 

 
PLEASE 
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_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 

 

 

_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ Walk a mile in my shoes 

Walk a mile in my shoes 

Walk a mile in my shoes 

Walk a mile in my shoes 

Walk a mile in my shoes 
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Who  

Do I Respect?  

Do I Respect?   Do I Respect?   

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________ 

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________ 

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________ 

____________
____________
____________
____________
____________ 

Do I Respect? 

Who  

Who   Who   
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Anti-Discrimination Policy 
 

Federal and State Laws  
 
The School Board of Miami-Dade County, Florida adheres to a policy of nondiscrimination in employment and 
educational programs/activities and strives affirmatively to provide equal opportunity for all as required by: 
 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, or 
national origin. 
 
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 as amended - prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of 
race, color, religion, gender, or national origin. 
 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 - prohibits discrimination on the basis of gender. 
 
Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967 (ADEA) as amended - prohibits discrimination on the basis of 
age with respect to individuals who are at least 40. 
 
The Equal Pay Act of 1963 as amended - prohibits gender discrimination in payment of wages to women and 
men performing substantially equal work in the same establishment. 
 
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 - prohibits discrimination against the disabled. 
 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (ADA) - prohibits discrimination against individuals with disabilities 
in employment, public service, public accommodations and telecommunications. 
 
The Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993 (FMLA) - requires covered employers to provide up to 12 weeks of 
unpaid, job-protected leave to "eligible" employees for certain family and medical reasons. 
 
The Pregnancy Discrimination Act of 1978 - prohibits discrimination in employment on the basis of 
pregnancy, childbirth, or related medical conditions. 
 
Florida Educational Equity Act (FEEA) - prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, gender, national origin, 
marital status, or handicap against a student or employee. 
 
Florida Civil Rights Act of 1992 - secures for all individuals within the state freedom from discrimination 
because of race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, handicap, or marital status. 
 
Title II of the Genetic Information Nondiscrimination Act of 2008 (GINA) - prohibits discrimination against 
employees or applicants because of genetic information. 
 
Boy Scouts of America Equal Access Act of 2002 – no public school shall deny equal access to, or a fair 
opportunity for groups to meet on school premises or in school facilities before or after school hours, or 
discriminate against any group officially affiliated with Boy Scouts of America or any other youth or 
community group listed in Title 36 (as a patriotic society). 
 
Veterans are provided re-employment rights in accordance with P.L. 93-508 (Federal Law) and Section 295.07 
(Florida Statutes), which stipulate categorical preferences for employment. 
 
In Addition: 
School Board Policies 1362, 3362, 4362, and 5517 - Prohibit harassment and/or discrimination against 
students, employees, or applicants on the basis of sex, race, color, ethnic or national origin, religion, marital 
status, disability, genetic information, age, political beliefs, sexual orientation, gender, gender identification, 
social and family background, linguistic preference, pregnancy, and any other legally prohibited basis.  
Retaliation for engaging in a protected activity is also prohibited.   
  
 
                                                                                Revised:  (07.14)   
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